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CAUSES AND TREATMENT OF OBESITY. 


ee etn 


BY W. T. TAYLOR, M. D., FISHERSVILLE, KY. 


“To be or not to be” fat is a subject that seems to have been: 
almost entirely ignored by modern medical writers, although all 
medical men are aware that an excess of fat is the prolific cause of 
an infinity of morbid conditions of the system. 

Thus who is not cognizant to the fact that obesity is a common: 
cause of sterility, both in man and beast. What medical man does. 
not know that an excess of fat causes the human epidermis to crack, 
mottling the skin with white speckles and streaks; that it induces. 
hernias of the most distressing forms; that it is the parent of ul- 
cerated legs ; that it gives rise to headaches, giddiness and dim-- 
ness of sight; and more than anything else, that it predisposes to- 
that terrible form of disease—apoplexy. 

The causes of obesity are various. First, there is a natural and 
constitutional tendency to fat. Obesity may be hereditary. Al- 
most every one is born with a certain predisposition, which is writ- 
ten on ‘f countenance. Out of every hundred persons who die: 
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of consumption, ninety have brown hair, long faces, and sharp 
noses. Out of every hundred obese persons, ninety have short 
faces, round eyes, and obtuse or snub noses. It isa fact then, 
that there are individuals predestinated to obesity, whose digestive 
organs elaborate an extra quantity of fat. 

You will sometimes notice in society, a lively little girl, with 
rosy cheeks, a roguish nose, plump hands, short, broadish feet, 
and rounded proportions generally. The prophetic medical sage, 
beholds her, as she will be ten years hence, and sighs over the 
full-blown expansion to which her form will become developed. 
Perhaps her mamma sits beside her, to tell you what she will be, 
without the exercise of second sight. 

Secondary causes of corpulence are, long indulgence in sleep, in 
bed, and constant riding in carriages, to the exclusion of walking 
exercise. The Bedouin Arab who is always abroad, and active 
to procure the means of his nomad existence, is said never to be 
fat; nor is the toiling laborer, who lives on half a dollar a day, 
and who earns it. 

Other causes of obesity are a great fondness for farinaceous, 
starchy and sugary diet; want of thought, as is manifested in the 
puffy condition of many idiots; a great absorption of fluids, whether 
water, beer, tea or preparations of milk,—or by frequent tepid 
baths, or even by constantly breathing damp air, or such as is 
slightly surcharged with carbonic acid, and deficient in oxygen. 
At every inspiration the more oxygen that is taken in, the more 
carbon (one of the elements of fat) is thrown off from the lungs, 
and consequently from the system. The inhabitant of the clear, 
pure atmosphere of the mountain, is rarely so fat as the resident 
iin the moister stratum which fills the valley. 

But the grand cause of obesity is our eating and drinking more 
than enough. It has been said, that one of the privileges of the 
human race is to eat without being hungry, and to drink without 
being dry. This double propensity is found wherever men exist. 
Savages indulge in % to a brutal extent, whenever they have the 
opportunity ; and it is undeniable that we, members of civilized 
society, both eat and drink too much. At weddings, at political 
feats, at banquets, enormous quantities of eatables and drinkables 
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are consumed, of which our bodily frames stand in no real need. 
Such of us as have good stomachs, convert the surplus into fat, 
while those who have bad ones, transmute it into indigestions, 
colics and sometimes even worse forms of disease. 

Now, in view of the present inconvenience and frequent distress 
of obesity, and the probable future ills to which its possessor is 
exposed—is it possible to diminish, or to remove entirely embon- 
potnt, without injuring the health? 

An answer to this question is of practical importance in another 
direction. So long as obesity is undesirable and ungraceful, just 
s0 long will attempts be made by ignorant persons to get rid of 
the superabundant fat, by means that will certainly destroy health, 
and jeopardize life. How many young persons have fallen vic- 
tims to the marasm brought on by daily-doses of vinegar, taken 
with the object of making themselves thinner. Vinegar and all 
other acids can produce leanness (when they do not cause death) 
only by deranging the general health through the injury they cause 
to the digestive canal. A persistence in drinking strong lemonade 
as an habitual beverage, has proved scarcely less injurious. As to 
the use of iodine and iodide of potassium to diminish fat, the practice 
should be condemned by physicians in the strongest terms, as be- 
ing productive of the most fatal consequences. 

As to the question, whether embonpoint can be diminished with- 
out injury to the health, we think we can give an affirmative an- 
swer. 

To accomplish this, the grand principle to be considered in the 
treatment, is to put the patient on a regimen of meat principally, 
with the smallest possible amount of fluid, and that not water. Of 
course, we do not mean that the patient is to have absolutely 
nothing but meat; but we do mean, that meat is to be the prin- 
cipal article of diet, and that other things are to be used very 
sparingly. 

In a hundred parts cf human fat there are seventy-nine of car- 
bon, fifteen and a fraction of hydrogen, and five and a fraction of 
oxygen. But water is nothing but the protoxide of hydrogen ; 
and hydrogen is one of the main elements of fat. The patient, 
therefore, must eat but few vegetables, or watery messes, or hot- 
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rolls, puddings, tarts, potatoes, sweet-biscuit, apple-rolls, nor cakes 
in any of their protean forms; because, all of those dainties have 
carbon and oxygen for their principal bases. If he will persist in 
living on leguminous, farinaceous and liquid diet, he will make fat 
as certainly as the bee makes honey by sucking the flowers. 

Chemistry proves that the principal base of meat is azote, which 
does not enter into the composition of fat; while the chief elements 
of fruits, sugar, flour and starch are carbon and hydrogen, the ele- 
‘ments of fat. Human fat is found ready-made in certain aliments 
which are not flesh, as in olive oil, and in all the oleaginous seeds. 
If you live on lean meat, you will not fatten so fast as those who 
follow a regimen composed of carbonic and hydrogenic bases. 

In conjunction with diet, other means may be brought into ac- 
tion which will aid in the decomposition of fat. The alkalies, 
combine with fat to form soap. Such alkalies administered in or- 
dinary doses, never produce inconvenience; they increase rather 
than diminish the appetite, and thus favor the decrease of fat. 
Dr. Cullen, in his Elements of Medicine, relates that a physician 
named Fleming, sometimes sueceeded in reducing embonpoint by 
prescribing soap-pills. Another English writer speaks highly of 
alkaline baths as an antidote to obesity; while a French practi- 
tioner records a case of emaciation resulting from the use of car- 
bonate of soda and soda-water, which she was ordered to take with 
a different object in view. 

It is not to be understood that alkalies alone will deliver the pa- 
tient from his burden of fat. If, by diet, he takes in as many 
grease-making elements as the alkali drives out, things will remain 
in their old snidiion, the supply being equal to the demand. 
Even when living exclusively on meat, he may spoil all by drink- 
ing too much. The absorption of the smallest possible quantity of 
liquid, is an indispensible condition, whether in the form of food, 
drink, or baths. A moist atmosphere even encourages the growth 
of fat; some people become sensibly heavier in muggy weather. 

But if the patient can be induced to follow strictly the regimen 
prescribed—restricting himself, for example, to a beefsteak or a 
couple of cutlets, with a very small quantity of vegetables, and a 
small cup of coffee for fbreakfast—the same for dinner, with the 
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exception of the coffee, for which, milk or wine might be substi- 
tuted—and for supper a cutlet, with a small cup of tea, and be 
careful between meals, to drink but little water, beer or other 
liquid, and if, with this regimen, he will take four or five grains of 
the bi-carb. of sode or carb. of potass, after each meal, he will al- 
most as certainly diminish, in size, as will the statue of snow which 
has been modeled by some youthful Powers, under the genial rays 


of a mild winter-day’s sun. 
Most fat people are enormous water-drinkers, or what is nearly 


as bad, beer-drinkers. Let them be restricted to two or three 
glasses of liquid, a day. When thirsty, let them drink but a very 
small quantity at a time. Much relief will be experienced, when- 
ever a wish to drink is £elt between meals, by rinsing the mouth 
frequently with water, either pure or slightly acidulated with vin- 
egar. 

The alkali should be used which is especially indicated in the 
case under treatment. ‘The dose employed, also, should be graded 
according to circumstances surrounding and controlling the partic- 
ular case. 

If the patient, be of sedentary habits, or is naturally lazy (as is 
sometimes the case) he should be directed to take as much exercise 
in the open air as possible, when the weather is favorable. 

If the above plan of treatment, which we have so briefly, and so 
imperfectly sketched, be followed strictly, fat patients need not 
despair, Although the restrictions may be thought by them to be 
unnaturally rigid, yet, in a few weeks, if followed up, they will be 
cheered and comforted by noting a sensible diminution of their 
abdominal equator, and a decided mitigation of other distressing 
symptoms, and be made to rejoice that they can again stoop down 
and ‘* unloose the latchet of their own shoes” without the inter- 


vention of a careless servant or a scolding wife. 
We hope that what we have written may serve, at least, to draw 


out some abler pen among the contributors to THE CoMPANION, as 
we honestly believe, that a class of patients of the weight, and 
dignity, and solid qualities, generally, of those to which we have 
ealled attention, should not be ignored longer, but that this mor- 
bid condition of a respectable class of our fellow-men should have 


that generous consideration which a subject of so much magnitude 
and gravity, would naturally call forth. 
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NECROSIS, WITH SPONTANEOUS RESECTION OF 
LOWER MAXILLA. 


By Exty Van De Wanker, M. D., Syracuse, New York. 





The article of Dr. Whitehead, in the New York Medical Jour- 
nal, for June, of the current year, recalls to mind the notes of the 
following case, which I’ deem important as bearing broadly upon 
several questions. 

It demonstrates clearly the great reserve of vis conserva- 
trix nature latent in organisms seriously impaired by disease. 

It is important in its relations to the question of the osteogenetic 
power of the periosteum; or to the osteogenesis of bone tissue 
proper ; and, lastly, of the disastrous sequele of scarlatina. At 
the time I saw. the case it was impossible to define the exact seat 
of the original inflammatory action. If it were the result of peri- 
ostitis it is hardly possible to suppose, that, after having sus- 
tained such an impairment of vitality as to conduce to the destruc- 
tion of the subjacent bone, it could still possess sufficient osteogen- 
etic energy to reproduce such an extensive osseous shaft. 

On the contrary, if the periosteum participated with the bone in 
the destructive efforts of the inflammation, the repair must have 
been either the result of the osteogenetic power residing in each 
extremity of the divided jaw, and the consequent proliforation of 
ossific material toward the centre; or, as in the specimen of frac- 
ture in the possession of Dr. Dunster, of New York, it must have 
been the result of ossific developement in the muscular and con- 
nective tissue in the neighborhood of the organic mischief. In 
this view of the subject we must suppose the existence of a re- 
markable formative power. A beautiful example of the reciprocity 
of repairative force residing in heterogeneous tissues. 

The case is a forcible illustration of the often-times unfortunate 
sequence of scarlatina. The constitution is seriously impaired ; 
the forces of assimilation are checked, and lurking scrofulous ten- 
dencies are developed, which are manifested in glandular affections 
during adolescence, and culminate in tubercle at puberty. 
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CasE*.—On the 14th of July 1862, I was called to the house of 
Mrs. L , widow, to see a little girl whom the messenger in- 
formed me, “had something the matter with her mouth.” Reach- 
ing the house, I found a child between six and seven years of age, 
with considerable deformity of the lower jaw, on the right side, 
with inflammatory swelling of the face upon the affected side. The 
deformity of the jaw presented a smooth, regular outline, and 
conveyed to the touch the sensation of an osseous tumor. 

Inserting my finger into the mouth, I found the right lateral 
incisior tooth, projecting above the line of the incisior teeth, loose, 
and between it and the incisiors I could feel the end of a necrosed 
piece of bone. The fragment of bone appeared so loose, I deter- 
mined to remove it at once, and if not able to do so, to extract 
thetooth. I furnished myself with a curved pair of dental forceps, 
and laid hold of the exposed bone. I drew upon it, but exerted 
hardly any force. Need I say I was astonished, when I saw al- 
most the entire horizontal portion of the jaw following my forceps ? 

The operation was attended with but little pain and no hemor- 
rhage. 

The necrosed portion of bone measured one-fifth of an inch in 
length, and was a complete section of the jaw, containing four 
teeth. The right lateral incisior with the socket of its permanent 
successor exposed; the canine, the first molar, and the second 
molar on a line with the alveolar process and in a forward state of 
development. One feature in the development of the teeth is sin- 
gular; the right lateral incisior and the second molar seem to be 
in the same stage of development. The cancellated structure is 
denuded of its dense external layer, except in that portion round 
the mental foramen. After the removal of the fragment, I 
could feel, with the finger in the mouth, a ramus of bone curving 
downward, causing the deformity, and which united the two di- 
vided extremities of bone. In fact, a complete new jaw had been 
formed, while the necrosed bone was still cn situ, the new bone 
having made a bold curve downward to avoid it. There was ina- 
bility to open the mouth to its full extent, and immobility was the 
worst distressing symptoms for the three months, during which 
time I kept the case in view. 





* The specimen is now in my possession. 
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CHRONIC OTORRHGA. 





BY DAVID WEBSTER, M. D., HOUSE SURGEON TO MANHATTAN EYB 
AND EAR HOSPITAL, NEW YORK. 





By otorrhcea is meant a discharge from the ear, and it is due to 
a suppurative inflammation, either of the external auditory canal, 
or the middle ear. In the vast majority of cases, the latter is the 
seat of the disease. 

Chronic suppuration of the middle ear occurs much more fre- 
quently in children than in adults, and among its most prolific 
causes are the acute exanthemata. 

The discharge is often very offensive, in smell, thus rendering 
the patient a nuisance, both to himself and to his friends. Polypi 
are often generated, and sometimes so increase in size as to pro- 
trude from the external meatus. The hearing is always more or 
less impaired, in some cases, going on to total deafness. The dis- 
ease not very infrequently extends backward into the mastoid 
cells, causing severe pain, mastoid abscesses, and fistulous openings 
back of the ear. 

In a certain proportion of cases the disease extends to the men- 
inges and the brain. Several cases of death from this cause have 
been reported, and I have no doubt many other cases of the kind 
have not been reported, simply because the attending physician 
had not the slighest suspicion of the origin of the brain trouble. 
Notwithstanding the great inconvenience to which this disease 
subjects its victims, and the unpleasant and fatal consequences to 
which it is always liable to lead, physicians too frequently advise 
their suffering applicants for relief, to ‘let it alone.” They tell 
the mother that to stop the discharge from her child’s ear would 
injure his hearing, and would, perhaps, cause the disease to 
‘“‘ strike in” and destroy the child’s life. 

It would be a waste of space for me to say anything in refuta- 
tion of so absurd and preposterous an idea. 

Chronic suppuration of the middle ear is often very difficult to 
cure, and yet I think I may safely venture to say that it can always 
be cured by appropriate and persevering treatment. I have seen 
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a case under constant treatment, for over a year, finally cured. 
The patient had endured all the inconveniences of the discharge 
for over twenty years, hence the pertinacity with which it adhered 
to treatment. 

The most important part of the treatment is careful and repeated 
cleansing. This is accomplished by syringing with warm water, 
and by the use of the cotton swab. A hard rubber syringe, with 
a blunt, rounded point, is the best, but an ordinary Davidson syr- 
inge answers the purpose very well. The auricle should be 
stretched upward and backward while syringing, in order to 
straighten the canal and allow the water to reach the middle ear. 

After the ear is syringed until no more secretion comes out with 
the water, the suppurating surface should be carefully dried with 
the cotton swab, made by twisting a little Jeweller’s cotton about 
the end of a dentist’s cotton-holder, or, if this is not at hand, a 
slender bit of wood will do just as well. 

The ear having been thoroughly cleansed in this manner, an 
astringent should be applied. I think a larger number of cases 


may be cured by a judicious use of nitrate of silver than by any 
other means. 


Incline the head of the patient to one side, so that the middle 
ear may be at the most depending portion of the canal, drop into 
the meatus four or five drops of a solution of nitrate of silver, 
grains, forty—aque, ounces, one. Let it remain there a few sec- 
onds, so as to thoroughly apply itself to the whole of the diseased 
surface, then syringe it out with warm water. This should be 
done, at least three times a week, and always by the physician 
himself. 

In many cases, a much stronger solution of nitrate of silver 
may be used. I have seen one application of a saturated solution 
of nitrate of silver cure a discharge from the middle ear, where 
weaker solutions had been used for months and failed. Where 
pain is caused by the application, it may always be quickly re- 
lieved by gently syringing with warm water. 

In addition to this treatment by the physician, the patient’s ear 
should be cleansed, by syringing, two or three times a day at home, 
and a solution of sulphate of zinc, from two to four grains to the 
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ounce of water, should be poured into the ear, after cleansing, and 
allowed to remain about five minutes, 

Meanwhile, if the physician has the proper apparatus and the 
necessary skill to use it, he should inflate the middle ear, by Po- 
litzer’s method, or by the use of the eustachian catheter, three 
times a week, or oftener if convenient. 

It would be an advantage to every physician to have ear-specu- 
lums and an ear-mirror, and to know how to use them. He would 
then be able to determine whether the discharge were from the 
middle ear, to ascertain the condition of the membrana tympani, 
and to watch the progress of the disease, and of its cure. He 
would, also, be able to tell whether the ear were perfectly cleansed. 





REMARKS ON N EURALGIA. 


BY ROBERT ROBSON, M. D., NEW HARMONY, POSEY COUNTY, INDIANA. 


The following remarks, on the subject of neuralgia, I am aware, 
presents nothing new to the intelligent. physician, and certainly 
nothing original ; they are simply the result of long practice and 
experience in the profession, combined with that of others. Ina 
former article published in the Medical Examiner of Chicago, I 
remarked that it, neuralgia had been of frequent occurrence in 
this locality, and demanded considerable attention at the hands of 
the practicing physician. That though the doctrine of spinal neu- 
ralgia was founded on anatomy and physiology, and that experi- 
ence and observation, daily adding their sanction to the deduction 
of science, yet, notwithstanding, there was no subject so much in- 
volved in obscurity as that of the true pathology of neuralgia. 
And unless we take the most comprehensive view of the pathology 
of this most distressing disease, we will certainly attack the shadow, 
and not the substance of the insideous enemy with which we are 
contending, and especially if we direct our chief efforts to those 
points in which its energies appear to be expended. 
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It is the impression of very many physicians, and I think there 
is no doubt of it, that disease of the viscera affecting the trunk of 
a nerve, gives rise to pain and suffering, which is felt at the ex- 
tremity of its filiments, and that all the branches proceeding from 
such trunk, will have a similar disturbance of function from the 
same morbid impression, and that the affected nerves resolve them- 
selves into those of excitement, or defective energy, each having 
its own peculiar forms of disease,—those of excitement, as for in- 
stance, neuralgia, most probably the result of pressure, mechanical 
impulses, or vascular congestion or inflammation, etc., while that 
of dimizished energy, probably the result of atrophy gives rise to 
adynamic disease, etc. That the seat of pain is not the seat of 
disease, in neuralgia, is undoubtedly correct, the only exception 
that can be made is, where cutaneous nerves are injured, then the 
integument of the part suffer pain. There are many points which 
go to prove the sympathy existing between the viscera and nerv- 
ous system, such as the pain and numbness in the shoulder from 
chronic hepatitis, the headache from disordered stomach or liver, 
the numbness of the lower extremities from the calculus of the 
kidneys; also, that wherever the median or radial nerve becomes 
affected by pressure, the finger and thumb, which it supplies, lose 
their sensibily, and in the same way, when the sciatic becomes in- 
fluenced, the foot will be paralyzed ; we have, also, the severe pains 
in the head, back, and extremities as in our bilious fevers, and 
other disorders, accompanied with marked derangement of the se- 
cretions of the viscera, etc. The form of neuralgia, generally 
prevalent in the Wabash bottoms, I have ever regarded, for many 
years, as a disguised intermittent, having the same origin with cur 
bilious fever, and have treated it, for many years with general 
success, with mercurial cathartics, quinine and iron as the best 
remedial agents, to which it generally yields. My own experience 
of upward of forty years, in the same locality, is, that much the 
largest portion of neuralgic cases, that come under notice, are the 
result of derangement of some of the internal viscera. I will en- 
deavor to illustrate, by a few interesting cases, out of many that 
have come under my observation in this section. I feel that the 
before-mentioned principles, which, if acknowledged by some prac- 
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titioners, and adopted, would conduce very much to the mitigation 
of human suffering. 


CasE 1. Some three or four years since, I was called to visit 
Mrs. , living three miles from New Harmony. On my ar- 
rival, I found her suffering the most excruciating pains in the face, 
the side of her head and neck, and at all times attended witha 
constant grumbling, though acutely paroxysmal in its general char- 
acter. There was no fever, tumefaction or heat, it was a clear 
case of neuralgia, from which she had not been free for many 
months, indeed, such was her suffering, that she seemed on the 
verge of the grave. She told me that doctors had done all that 
could be done for her, she believed—she had been bled, blistered, 
and taken medicine for months without any permanent relief. Un- 
der such circumstances, I strongly suspected local irritation of the 
nerves, or disease of the alveolar contiguous to it, and carefully 
examined her teeth, and proceeded to extract one very much de- 
cayed, and while doing so, accidentally tapped, with the forceps, 
those immediately adjacent, which caused the most intense suffer- 
ing to the patient, the tooth extracted was connected, at the point 
of the fang, with an exostosis as large as a small pea. I then ad- 
vised, and with her permission, continued to extract six more, all 
of which were analagous to the first, having more or less osseous 
deposit on the fang; after which, she was very much relieved, and 
after the use of gentle stimulants and tonics, she gained strength 
and became comparatively well, and died about three years after- 
ward. This I consider a clear case of neuralgia, mainly if 
not entirely attributable to the osseous pressure and irritation of 
the second or third branch of the fifth pair of nerves, which was 
cured by removing the cause. 





Case 2. Some time since, I was called to a lady, one of my 
neighbors, who was seized with a most violent pain in the subor- 
bital region of the left side of the face, preceded by vomiting and 
shiverings; the pulse, during the paroxysm of pain, was small, the 
skin hot and dry ; the tongue white and furred: she was extemely 
restless, with a sensation of general uneasiness, which diminished 
during the night, when the pain of the face subsided. In the 
morning the pain would return, with apparently renewed violence, 
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and thus had continued for some days before I saw her. During 
this time, she had taken no medicine, when I prescribed a dose of 
calomel and opium, followed by a mild aperient, after which, she 
took liberal doses of quinine, precip. carbonate of iron, ext. tarax- 
acum and brandy, after which, she soon recovered. 


Case 3. It is now upward of thirty years, since I was first 
called to visit a lady, of this place, possessing a good natural con- 
stitution, of a nervo-bilious temperament, who is now upward of 
seventy years of age, who has suffered more or less, almost every 
year during that time, with a severe spasmodic form of hysteria, 
occasionally alternating with neuralgia. During her earlier life, 
her attacks were mainly hysterical, and was treated accordingly. 
Latterly, and for several years, they have been neuralgic, gradu- 
ally assuming a more violent form as she advances in years, affect- 
ing the spinal column, «nd intercostal and abdominal muscles,—in 
short, sometimes the system seems involved, you cannot touch 
her, without inflicting intense pain. Should she desire to change 
her position during the intensity of the paroxysm, the gentlest 
assistance of the nurse causes so much suffering, that her screams 
can be heard all over the house; her pulse was small, her skin hot 
and dry, her tongue furred, and especially toward the root. At 
that time, I regarded her case as one consequent on disease of the 
spinal cord, and treated it with hot anodyne fomentations, after- 
ward with blisters to the spinal column, with a strong liniment of 
the extract of atropia belladonna, dissolved in pure acetic acid, 
well-rubbed into other parts affected, with sulph. morph. internally, 
attention to the bowels, etc., but without any relief of her suffer- 
ings. I now began to feel that I was mistaken in the pathology of 
the case, that the cause was probably remote from the seat of pain ; 
that the case was one consequent on visceral derangement, and 
administered calomel, in purgative doses, followed by aperients, 
which produced copious dark foetid bilious passages, with excellent 
effect, when after a few doses of stimulants and tonics, she rap- 
idly recovered. In the month of March last, I again attended 
this lady in one of the most violent attacks of neuralgia I ever 
witnessed, which continued to harrass the patient, notwithstand- 
ing my efforts to the contrary. Mercurials, opiates, stimulants 
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and tonics, with various auxilliaries all failed in this case, when it 
occurred to me to try the hydrate of chloral, when I dissolved hy- 
drate of chloral, dr. ss., in aqua cinnamon, oz. i.,-one-third of 
which I gave every hour, when, to the surprise of all present, her 
suffering abated, and she fell into a doze, and finally into sound 
sleep, and slept several hours, and awoke up very much relieved, 
and in a few days enjoyed her usual health. 

Case 4. Some few weeks since, I was in attendance on a lady 
in New Harmony, who, during the turn of life, was suffering much 
with visceral derangement, und especially with severe aching pains 
in the liver, who had taken a regular course of alteratives, fol- 
lowed by aperients, etc., under which treatment she -was rapidly 
improving, when, to my surprise, I was again sent for, and found 
her suffering the most acute pains in the eye-balls and suborbital 
regions of both sides of the face, her eyes were much inflamed— 
light obnoxious—her pulse seal and weak, and her skin below 
the natural temperature, tongue clean. The treatment consisted 
of warm anodyne fomentations to the eye-balls, with quinine and 
per. sulph. of iron, internally; attention to the bowels, etc., which 
was continued for several days, when she became extremely restless, 
when thirty grains of the hydrate of chloral was given in broken 
doses, the patient now enjoyed -five hours of sound sleep, after 
which, she recovered. Observation and experience are the only 
true foundation of real knowledge in medicine, as in every other 
branch of physical science, and the pratice based upon it, will in- 
evitably be most successful, and until we find the key to unlock 
the nervous system, and give us more light on many of its obscure 
diseases, it is wisdom to pursue the course most generally attended 
with success. It has long been my impression that every form of 
neuralgia, except those arising from pressure on the trunk of the 
nerve, from exostosis and other bony structures, and those result- 
ing from blows and other mechanical injuries, are the result of 
visceral derangement, the morbid action of which, being communi- 
cated through the spinal branches of the great sympathetic, to the 
spinal marrow and trunks, gives rise to that exaltation of nervous 
sensibility and morbid impressibility which exist in so high a de- 
gree in this truly painful disease. 
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REPORTS OF SOME INTERESTING CASES FROM THE 
SURGICAL CLINICS AND HOSPITAL OF PROFESSOR 
VAN LANGENBECK, OF BERLIN, PRUSSIA. 


ed 


BY A. W. CALHOUN, M., D., (NOW) OF BERLIN, PRUSSIA. 


THE report and progress of cases after important surgical op- 
erations of different kinds, will, I imagine, not be unacceptable to 
those interested upon such subjects ; and so, from time to time, I 
shall do myself the pleasure of sending to your Journal a history 
of such, and their results, under the management of the first Sur- 
geon in Hurope. Almost every case treated in these Clinics is of 
vast interest and importance, as scarcely none but the graver op- 
erations are taken in hand by Prof. Langenbeck, and it is with 
some difficulty that I select from the large number amongst my 
notes, those I hope to be the most instructive. 

-In each one of the following cases Tracheotomy was performed, 
aside from the accompanying operations in two of them. In one 
the Tracheotomy was not completely finished, owing to the sudden 
entrance of relief. 

Case 1. Resection of Right Superior Mazxillary Bone for Fibro 
Sarcoma—Preliminary Tracheotomy—Rapid Recovery.—A. D. 
A girl, aged 17, was brought into the Clinic Noy. 3d, 1871, with 
an enormous enlargement, occupying the entire right upper jaw. 
An examination showed the whole of the maxilla to be involved, 
with all the soft parts attached, in a diseased state. The overly- 
ing skin was sound, but quite thin from the long continued and 
increasing pressure from the tumor. Extending backwards, the 
swelling passed into the Pharynx, pressing strongly upon the soft 
Palate, and even loosening it from its bony connections, to a great 
extent—and farther forwards filled the right nasal cavity. Ex- 
tending upwards, it involved the floor of the orbit, and threatened 
soon to seize upon the globe itself. The cause, or date of origin, 
is uncertain, but the growth is of several years standing, and has 
increased very rapidly for the last few months. Otherwise the 
girl is quite healthy, with no cancerous history in the family. 
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The disease was diagnosed Fibro Sarcoma, and an immediate 
operation decided upon, as there was great danger of perforation 
of the base of the skull—if this had not already occurred. Such 
operations are necessarily very long and bloody, and one of the 
great hindrances to their performance, is the danger of blood 
passing from the mouth into the lungs while under the influence 
of chloroform, thus producing suffocation. To avoid any trouble 
from this quarter, preliminary tracheotomy was performed. Chlo-. 
roform was administered, and the infrathyroid incision made, and. 
the different steps of the operation gone through with slowly, se- 
curing important vessels with the Torsion Forceps, as they were 
divided. After all hemorrhage had ceased, the trachea was opened, 
and a canula inserted, around which, for nearly its entire length, 
a thin elastic rubber sack fitted, and to the upper portion of which 
was attached a small rubber tube, extending outwards, through 
which the sack was inflated to the extent of filling the entire 
trachea around the canula, as if with a tampon, thus completely 
cutting off the passage of any blood into the lungs. To the canula 
itself was attached another tube, four or five feet in length, 
ending with a wire cap covered with flannel, over which chloro- 
form was poured, and inhaled through tube and canula. By this 
means the patient was kept continually under the influence of the 
anesthetic, without any interference to the operation. 

Operation.—Made an incision extending from the inner side of 
inner canthus of the eye, downwards alongside the nose, inclining 
outwards, so as to pass the angle of the mouth; turning outwards 
from the mouth, and slightly upwards, the incision was ended just 
above and in front of the tragus of the ear. Dissecting back this 
flap, the whole of the diseased and swollen bone was exposed. By 
the use of a fine saw, separated the entire sup. maxillary from its 
attachments, and removed it with the larger portion of the floor 
of the orbit. As the disease threatened to perforate the base of 
the skull, applied the actual cautery, and thoroughly cauterized 
all the neighboring parts. Immense hemorrhage followed the op- 
eration, which was finally checked by the cautery and ligatures upon 
the larger vessels. Brought the flaps together by an exceedingly 
large number of sutures, in order, as the professor said, to insure 
healing by first intention. The dressing consisted only of a cloth 
smeared’ with a simple salve and placed over the wound. 

Nov. 24th.—Patient rested well during the night, under the in- 
fluence of chloral hydrate ; vomited twice to-day, large quantities 
of blood that had oozed from the wounds and flowed into the 
stomach since the operation. No pain and but little fever. Or- 
dered fluid diet, and the use of weak carbolic acid dressings over 
wounds. i 
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Nov. 25th.—Slight fever; pulse 85; but no swelling of any 
consequence. Removed some of the sutures. 

Nov. 27th.—Resting quietly, with every favorable symptom. 
Removed canula and brought tracheal wound together loosely with 
adhesive strips (immediately after the operation, the canula sur- 
rounded by the rubber sack, or tampon, was taken out, and a 
smaller one, without a sack, inserted in its stead.) 

Nov. 28th.—The remaining sutures removed, and collodion strips 
placed across the wound. No pain, and very slight fever. To 
continue the same external applications and a nourishing fluid diet. 

Dec. 18th._—In the interval from the 28th until to-day, the same 
simple treatment has been carried on, and to-day I find all the 
wounds entirely healed, with the exception of a few granulations 
upon the trachea. Previous to the operation the speech of the pa- 
tient could scarcely be understood ; now it is perfectly clear. The 
eye has never suffered in the least, although nearly the entire floor 
of the orbit was resected. The uvula and right half of the soft 
palate were also removed, but Prof. L. considers them of great 
importance in speech and deglutition, and advises their preserva- 
tion in all cases where it is possible. She is improving daily in 
strength and flesh, and will be discharged in a few days. 

Jan. 13th, 1872. Completely cured and to-day sent to her home. 
in the country. ; 


Case 2. Resection of Right Superior Maxillary Bone for Epi- 
thelial Cancer—Preliminary Tracheotomy—Death.—F. K., a Po- 
lander, aged 50 years presents himself (Dec. 19th, 1871) with a 
large open cancer upon right cheek, involving the outer coverings, 
as well as the deeper and bony structures. The disease has also 
seized upon the floor of the orbit, and a portion of the soft palate. 
In the extension of the tumor, this case is very similar to the one 
above reported. A very free and fcetid discharge flows from the: 
open ulcer upon the jaw, in consequence of which the patient is 
much emaciated. The disease made its appearance in the early 
part of last summer, preceded by severe and continued pain, and 
in the last few months has increased rapidly in size, till it has now: 
reached the extent described. Some of the symptoms of perfora- 
tion of base of skull already exist. The age of patient, with his 
weakened condition, and the extent of the disease, makes the prog- 
nosis quite unfavorable; but clearly something must be done for 
the sufferer, and so an immediate operation is decided upon. 

After giving chloroform, performed tracheotomy (infrathyroid), 
as in previous case, inserting similar canula, with tube attached, 
and surrounded by arubber sack, which inflated, filled the trachea. 
(The se of this sack is fully described above.) Through 

1 . 
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tube and canula chloroform was contined till the operation was 
finished. 

Commenced the incision just beneath the inner canthus of eye, 
and extending outwards underneath the lid to upper part of tra- 
gus of ear, directly downwards, to a point opposite the angle of 
the mouth, then forwards to the angle and upwards along the nose, 
meeting commencement of first incision. . Sawing through the 
various connections, severed the entire superior maxillary with 
the diseased floor of the orbit, and the external diseased struc- 
tures. The velum palati was kept in tact. Thoroughly cauter- 
ized all the parts with the ‘‘ Ferrum Candens”’ to prevent a return. 
This left an enormous cavity upon the side of the face, almost one 
entire half having been removed, to fill which an important plastic 
operation was necessary. Dissecting the skin from the forehead, 
extending from right ear to beyond the middle line of frontal 
bone, and with its entire width (more than one-half the forehead), 
and turning it down over the cavity, stitched it in position by a 
large number of sutures, as in the former case. This flap will be 
well nourished, since it contains the temporal artery, yet there is 
for the first few days great danger of mortification in so large a 
transplanted portion of the skin. 

The uncovered wound upon forehead was dressed with simple 
charpie, and will be allowed to heal by granulation. No blood 
passed into the trachea, owing to its being completely filled by the 
inflated rubber tampon, although the mouth was full during the 
entire operation. As soon as all bleeding ceased, removed the 
first canula inserted, and substituted a simple ordinary one. The 
same light dressings were used as before. Used stimulants rather 
freely, as patient was very much exhausted. 

Dec. 20th.—Under large doses of chloral spenta tolerable night, 
and to-day has but little fever (pulse 90) or pain. No important 
swelling of the parts. Using internally strong fluid diet and 
stimulants—externally, carbolic acid dressings. 

Dec. 21st.—Slept well during last night, but is restless to-day, 
and, withal, in not so good acondition as yesterday. To continue 
the same treatment. 

Dec. 22nd.—Patient died to-day, and upon post mortem the 
disease was found to have extended alongside the trachea to the 
lung, where much pus was formed. Base of brain, with its mem- 
branes, were inflamed, and slightly implicated in the disease. The 
other organs were mostly free. 

The great advantage, in such operations, of preliminary trache- 
otomy, and introduction of canula, is well demonstrated in these | 
two, in some respects, similar cases. The surgeon is free from 
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the great care and anxiety, lest blood pass into the lungs from 
the mouth, through the trachea, and produce suffocation—which is 
prevented by the inflated sack around the canula—and the patient 
himself is delivered from the terrible pains, by being kept, through 
the canula and tube, continually under chloroform, which other- 
wise would be a dangerous experiment. 


CasE 8. Perilaryngitis, producing all the death-threatening 
symptome of Croup—Tracheotomy begun, and a Perilaryngeal Ab- 
cess opened, which relieved the necessity of continuing the opera- 
tion.—A child, aged 2 years, was brought into the Clinic Dec. 
16th, with all of the worst symptoms of croup, and had struggled 
so violently for breath for the last few hours, as to be completely 
exhausted, and almost in a moribund state. -Its first complaint 
was two days before, of pain around the throat, and to-day it has 
reached the above condition. The trachea showed but little in- 
flammation, with no membranous deposit; yet there existed a 
tolerably distinct croupy cough. Upon and around the lower part 
of the trachea externally, there was slight swelling and wnceertain 
fluctuation. It was thought that this swelling might press upon 
the trachea and produce the above dangerous symptoms; yet the 
case was quite obscure. At any rate, tracheotomy was clearly in- 
dicated, and possibly some external trouble might be found during 
the operation. Chloroform was given, and the lower operation 
for tracheotomy commenced. The different steps were gone through 
with slowly, checking the profuse hemorrhage from the enlarged 
and numerous vessels. A tenaculum was inserted into the bulging 
Perichondrium, which was raised and an incision corresponding to 
the external one made into it, when a large quantity of pus poured 
out, and continued toxflow for a few minutes by pressure upon the 
sides of the neck, and from within the trachea outwards. The ab- 
scess was found to extend almost entirely around the trachea, be- 
tween the cartilage and its membrane, both upwards and down- 
wards for some distance. ‘I'he respiration became immediately 
better, but not free, and the livid appearance of the lips and face 
partly disappeared. The operation was suspended, to be contin- 
ued in an hour or two, in case the breathing did not further im- 
prove, and the other threatening appearances pass away. The 
wound was filled with charpie saturated in weak carbolic acid, and 
% loose bandage placed around the neck. 

Dee. 17th—Pus still discharging; the slight fever previously 
existing almost entirely disappeared. Breathing growing better, 
and child improving in all respects. 

Dee. 18th.—Still improving ; color of face and lips natural; no 
fever, and quite playful. 
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Dec. 28th.—Pus ceased several days back, the little patient 
completely cured, and to be discharged to-day from hospital. 
Prof. L. says such a case has never before come under his eye, 
and that, in all probability, necrosis of the cartilage of the larynx, 
in part, will take place, although this may require several months 
before such a result occurs. 


Caszs 44nD5. Tracheotomy upon two children in the last stages 
of Croup—Death of one in a few minutes, and the other two days 
after the Operation.—The first brought into the Clinic Nov. 25th, 
and the other Dec. 7th. Both cases readily diagnosed as mem- 
branous croup, and in all respect quite similar. Each, apparently, 
was in a dying state when laid upon the table, and upon each the 
same operation (infrathyroid) was made, and canulas inserted. 
Profuse hemorrhage followed the incisions, from the vessels being 
immoderately enlarged through interrupted circulation. Tube- 
shaped pieces of false membrane were drawn through the laryn- 
geal opening. The first case died in a few minutes after the op- 
eration; the second revived considerably, and some hopes were 
entertained of its recovery; but after two days it also died. Up- 
‘on the latter the operation had the effect of prolonging life two 
days, for, without doubt, it could not have lived more than a few 
minutes, had it not been made. This short respite for the little 
sufferer shows what might have been the good result if its pareats 
had submitted it to an operation several hours earlier. 

The Supra and Infrathyroid incisions have been thoroughly 
tested in this hospital, and the statistics show that each possess 
advantages and disadvantages, which about counterbalance each 
other, but that cases frequently occur, to which one is better suited 
than the other. 

It will be noticed that the operation for tracheotomy is easily 
and readily performed, and but little danger attached to it, and 
no doubt, were it made before a “dernier resort’ demanded it, 
numbers of children, as well as adults, would be saved from the 
most horrible of deaths by suffocation, resulting from various 
causes. 

Since writing the above, I have had to mourn the loss of a 
friend, from the same disease from which the two last cases died, 
and upon whom also the same operation was performed. He was 
the son of Prof. Hoffmann, Professor of Chemistry in the Univer- 
sity of Berlin, and aged 23 years. After suffering for two days 
from Diphtheritic croup, and all other remedies having failed to 
check its progress, tracheotomy was performed by Prof. Langen- - 
beck, with only temporary relief. In addition to the operation, 
immense quantities of oxygen were thrown into his lungs; but 
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notwithstanding all treatment, he died two and a-half days after 
the first appearance of the disease. 

Also has occurred in the Clinic another case of resection of the 
superior maxillary bone, in a woman aged 38, for Carcinoma oc- 
cupying the left alveolar process, and extending into the antrum 
of highmore. Preliminary tracheotomy was performed as in the 
other two cases, and the same incisions made over the tumor, as 
in the first, and removed it, preserving intact the floor of the orbit, 
roof of the antrum, and the soft palate. The same dressings and 
treatment have been used throughout in this case, and now, several 
days (8) after the operation, every symptom is favorable, wounds 
are rapidly healing, and in all probability in a few days more she 
will be entirely cured. 

Jan. 19th, ’*72.—Saw patient to-day. All sutures removed, and 
facial wound entirely healed. 

One would suppose that after operations of such an extent, both 
the fever and pain would be great, but in each of these instances, 
the fever has been but slight, and scarcely any pain at all has ex- 
isted. 

Throughout the progress of these cases carbolic acid, in differ- 
ent proportions, has been used quite freely—and in all wounds 
about the head, and particularly upon the scalp, Prof. Langen- 
beck recommends it as having an especial favorable influence. 
This acid is used extensively in all the hospitals of Berlin, and 
with most pleasant results, upon almost all classes of wounds. 

Berliny Jan. 20th, 1872. 





mes LL 
Abridged Extracts amd Gleanings from our Exchanges 


MULTUM IN PARVO. 


Appison’s DisEasE.—Dr. Finlayson reports in the Glasgow 
Medical Journal for August, 1871, a case of this disease. ‘The 
following is a catalogue of the symptoms in the order of their ap- 
pearance: Languor, feebleness, and impaired appetite; discolora- 
tion of the face, neck, and hands; pains in the back; profound 
asthenia ; occasional vomiting; discoloration of the mucous mem- 
brane of the mouth; hiccough ; discoloration of fresh portions of 
the skin; giddiness; mistiness of eyesight; slight diarrhoea ; 
fever; delirium; tremors; unconsciousness, and death. 


FURUNCULOUS ABSCESS IN THE EXTERNAL MEatus.—These ab- 
scesses are most exquisitely painful, slow in development, and 
form a core which is discharged with difficulty. There is also a 
plugging up of the canal by a swelling of its tissues. The most 
successful treatment has been the application of moist warmth to 
the parts an1 a free incision into the abscess as soon as its pre- 
senting point could be determined.—Dr. L. Srumbull. 


CroTon-CHLoRAL.—Dr. Oscar Liebreich has discovered an- 
other new substance for anesthetic purposes. Dr. Julius Althaus 
(who reports these investigations in the Medical Times and Ga- 
zette) considers, therefore, that croton-chloral promises to produce 
all the good effects of hydrate of chloral without any drawback 
being attached to its judicious use. Its apparently specific effects 
on the fifth pair of cerebral nerves makes us indulge the hope that 
it may perhaps be found useful in that intractable affection—true 
tic doloureux, or epileptiform neuralgia of the face—Med. § Surg. 
Reporter. 


Tron 1n Uterine Insectrons.—In a discussion on uterine in- 
jections, at a late meeting of the New York Obstetrical Society 
(Am. Journal Obstetrics), Dr. Noeggerath believed the subsul- 
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phate of iron less dangerous than the sesquichloride, from the use 
of which he once occasioned a metro-pritonitis. 


MANAGEMENT OF EprLepsy.—Dr. Brown-Sequard recommends, 
in the treatment of epilepsy, the following combination of the 
bromides of ammonium and potassium : 


R.—Potassi iodidi, e ‘ ° dr. j. 
Potass. bicarb, ° - Ser. ij. 
Potassi bromidi, ‘ ‘ ‘ 02. je 
Ammonii bromidi, ‘ ‘ ‘ dr. iiss, 
Inf.columbe, .  . ‘ ° OZ. Vj. 


S.—A teaspoonful before each of the three meals, and three 
teaspoonfuls at bedtime, with a little water. 


Dr. Robert Bartholow’s (Fisk Fund Prize Esszy) plan of treat- 
ment consists in giving a powder, containing two scruples of bro- 
mide of potassium dissolved in water, three times a day, and after 
the cessation of the paroxysms a drachm dose at bedtime only. 
It is now well known that a patient cannot omit his dose for a 
single day without danger of having the attacks return, and he 
cannot be considered exempt until he has passed two years with- 
out a convulsive seizure. 

To prevent the development of bromism Brown-Sequard is in 
the habit of combining arsenic with the bromide of potassium. 
Since using this combination, he has not observed so much the 
debility caused by its prolonged administration. The use of iron, 
strychnia, the hypophosphites, is also indicated to maintain the 
health of epileptics during a.course of bromide of potassium. 
The hygienical means consists of abundant food, wine, out-door 
employment, and a careful regulation of the moral life.—Medical 
Record. 


STRYCHNIA IN Hypopermic Mepication.—Dr. R. A. Vance, 
of N. Y. (Med. World), says that the solution of strychnia, for 
hypodermic medication, which his experience has taught him to 
consider best is one containing a grain of the drug to one drachm 
of water; the solution being effected by the addition of a small 
quantity of dilute acetic acid. His formula is the following: 


R.—Strychnice sulph., oe oe gr. i. 
Acid. acet. dil., wee 
Aquead . . dr. ii—M. 

S.—Ft. sol. 


[ Medical Record. 
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Tue Cure oF CANCER BY ELEctTROLYsIs.—Dr. Neftel (Medical 
Record), presented sections of carcinomatus deposit removed post 
mortem from a lady who had died in consequence of mammary 
cancer. About two years ago she noticed a hard and painful 
lump in right mamma. This increased, and with the pain extend- 
ed to the axilla. These masses were removed by operation. 
Soon after the operation she had an attack of pneumonia, from 
which she did not recover until the lapse of several months. In 
the meantime the wound cicatrized, but the pain still continued, 
and extended down the arm of that side, making it almost useless. 
After several months she felt that the cicatrix became indurated, 
and from these there seemed to be a string of smaller lumps, 
which aroused the suspicion in Dr. N.’s mind that the disease had 
translated itself to some internal organ; she then insisted upon 
being ‘treated by electrolysis, and the treatment was pursued in 
conjunction with Dr. Bailey, of Albany. To the surprise of Dr. 
N. not only did the secondary tumors disappear, but the patient 
improved in general health. So marked was this latter effect that 
Dr. N. was inclined to believe that he had been mistaken in his 
diagnosis of internal metastasis. After several months tumors 
again showed themselves in the same locality ; these were treated, 
and likewise disappeared. Finally, the cervical glands became 
affected, and she began to suffer from asthmatic attacks in conse- 
quence of pressure upon the pneumogastric; these were succeeded 
by an attack of pleurisy, due to cancerous exudation, and she 
finally died delirious. At the autopsy the liver, lungs, and cervi- 
cal glands were found infiltrated with cancerous material. 

In speaking of the effects of electrolytic treatment upon can- 
cer, Dr. N. stated that he had reason to believe it would always 
be successful, if employed before the disease become constitutional. 


CARDED WooL IN THE TREATMENT OF Wounpds.—Dr. Walker 
(Practitioner), has tried various materials for dressing wounds, 
but gives a decided preference to carded wool, which is known as 
marine lint. He says of. its use: 

Take an amputation of arm or leg. After the operation, my 
plan of treatment is as follows: Sponge out the wound thoroughly 
with chloride of zinc dr. ss to oz. j of water, then let all applica- 
tions be quite dry for the first two or three days ; as soon as there 
is the least secretion of pus, take a Higginson’s syringe, and wash 
out the flaps with a strong solution of Condy’s fluid, say oz. j to 
oz. x of water; apply strapping, and cover the wound with a 
small piece of lint wetted with a lotion of dr. ij carbolic acid dr. ij 
liq. potassze to six ounces of water; cover with a piece of gutta- 
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percha tissue, and continue until healed, surrounding the edges or 
flaps with a little pad of carded lint. 

Take another every-day case—an ulcer of the leg. If itis a 
large flabby ulcer, secreting a large quantity of pus, nothing is 
so good for compressing the granulations and checking the secre- 
tion of pus as the marine wool; but after it has fulfilled its object, 
a change of treatment, by the application of either a little dry 
precipitated chalk, zinc-ointment, or zinc-lotion, will heal it in a 
few days, with rest and bandaging. ' 


TREATMENT OF Buso.—Dr. W. H. McNamara, objecting to 
the usual method of opening an acute bubo, says: 


“‘T have for some time practised the opening of bubo by means 
of potassa fusa. The bubo is covered over with several layers of 
sticking plaster, in which a hole, half the size of the intended 
opening, had been previously made; potassa fusa is now rubbed 
on the exposed skin, through the hole; sticking-plaster is then 
put over the hole, and a full dose of opium given. Very little ir- 
ritation is produced, and the patient expresses his satisfaction that 
the knife has not been used. In a short time, a black eschar is 
formed, which is removed in a few days by poultices, and a healthy 
ulcer, easily healed by.the usual treatment, is the result. 

Chronic bubo, when opened by the knife, is even more trouble- 
some than the acute disease, on account of the well-known thin 
blue skin which surrounds the opening and prevents healthy ac- 
tion. It is usually recommended to get rid of this by means of 
potassa fusa, or some other caustic, but, if potassa fusa is used, 
as described above, in opening the bubo, this unhealthy skin does 
not appear. 

In some cases of chronic, painless, indolent bubo, small sup- 
purating centres occur without interfering much with the vitality 
of the skin which covers them. In these cases an apparatus, 
which lets out the matter without letting in the air, has been em- 
ployed with very good effect. 

As instruments are not always at hand, it occurred to me that 
by running a lancet under the skin, commencing a few lines from 
the seat of suppuration into the abscess, squeezing out the matter, 
and applying a pad with a bandage, a similar result would ensue. 
I have practised this method in several instances, with the effect 
of curing the patient in a few days. 


ARSENIC IN MENORRHAGIA AND LeEvcorru@a.—( The Doctor.) 
Before the British Medical Association Dr. J. H. Aveling read a 
" paper on this subject. He believes that this remedy has not re- 
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ceived from the profession the attention it deserves. Dr. Henry 
Hunt used it successfully in uterine disorders, and published his ex- 
perience in 1838. Dr. Aveling has employed it in cases of men- 
orrhagia for twelve years with great advantage. Besides improv- 
ing nutrition, respiration and secretion, he finds it to have a pow- 
erful decongestive action upon all mucous membranes. He 
administers small doses of arsenic either in solution or in granules, 
and continues them for weeks or months, as the necessities of the 
case may require. He believes the forms of menorrhagia and leu- 
corrheea most amenable to the arsenic-treatment are those which 
have their origin in a hyperemic condition of the uterus, which 
state the remedy cures by acting as a tonic and stimulant upon 
the vaso-motor nerves, causing the capillaries to contract and ex- 
pel the superabundant blood. 


TREATMENT OF DIPTHERIA WITH CaRBOLIC AciD.—Dehr. Klin- 
ik., 26, 1871.)—Dr. Helfer employs carbolic acid in the propor- 
tions of 1 to 200 as gargle and injection, in the proportion of 1 
to 50 for inhalation, and in concentrated solution with the camel’s- 
hair pencil. He had treated altogether sixteen cases of diptheria 
with carbolic acid; the majority of these cases were diptheritis 


scarlatinosa, a few most probably angina diptheritica sine exan- 
themata, and, as far as can be gathered from the reports of the 
cases, at the most, two or three were cases of idiopathic dipther- 
itis. The results which Dr. Helfer reports are of a nature to 
encourage experiments with the carbolic acid, and he refers also 
to Prof. Henwig and Dr. Weikert, who had obtained excellent re- 
sults from the same treatment. In two cases also of pure croup, 
and in one of diphtheritic croup, the employment of carbolic acid 
resulted in a cure.—(See Med.-Chir. Records, No. 161, 1871.)— 
N. Y. Medienl Journal. 


TARAXACUM CoFrFEE.—Jno. R. Jackson, A. L. 8., (Phar. Jour. 
f§ Trans.), writing of taraxacum, says : 


“‘ Taraxacum roots are used in a variety of ways in India; one 
useful form is that of a paste, which is made by pounding the 
fresh roots, putting the mass into tins or jars and gently baking 
or heating in an oven; when cool, the paste is ready for use, 
and can be kept for a long time. To prepare dandelion-coffee, 
the roots are washed, dried in the sun and cut up into small 
pieces, after which they are roasted in a similar manner to true 
coffee: they are then ground, and to every nine ounces of coffee 
one ounce of pounded dandelion root may be added; these pro- 


1 
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portions make an excellent and useful beverage. The use of this 
coffee in India has been much recommended. 

Lieutenant Pegson, in a communication to the Agri-horticultural 
Society of India, advocating the more general cultivation and use 
of the dandelion, says, ‘ Medical men admit the value of this 
preparation, and I know several gentlemen in India who are, by 
their own admission, kept alive by the daily use of taraxacum- 
eoffee. It is fairly entitled to be called a specific for the cure of 
torpid liver, a complaint from which the majority of Europeans 
suffer.” 

As the dandelion is cultivated in this country, why not test the 
' value of ‘taraxacum-coffee”’ in the “torpid livers” of our South- 


ern climate ?—Ebs. 


CaRDIALGIA (HEART-BURN).—Geo. Archbold, D. SC., (Phar. 
Jour. § Trans.), has tested the beneficial action of liq. magnesiz 
bisulphites for butyric acid fermentation. He remarks: 


‘Now, as bisulphites have the power of preventing this fermen- 
tation, they are well worthy the attention of the profession, 
but the great drawback is that the chief bisulphite manufactures 
are those of lime, soda and potash, these being objectionable, as 
they tend to injure the coats of the stomach. To remedy this 
failing, the thought at once suggested itself to me that a bisulphite 
of magnesia might be prepared; and magnesia being free from 
these objections, it may prove a valuable remedy, and is worth no- 
tice. Ihave not seen or heard anything of the preparation pre- 
vious to my making it. I therefore give a brief outline of the 
process I adopt, and hove to enter more fully into the subject at a 
future time. I first treat magnesia carbonate with B. P. sulphur- 
ous acid, which, on evaporation, yields magnesia sulphite, Mg SO,, 
which is not very soluble in distilled water. I then mix the sul- 
phite of magnesia thus formed with distilled water, in the propor- 
tion of 16 grs. to oz. j. and pass into it sulphurous anhydride until 
a clear solution is obtained. The result is a solution of magnesia 
bisulphite. 

The dose may be one tablespoonful, containing about nine grains 
of the salt; its action is a mild aperient antiseptic, preventing 
butyric fermentation in the stomach, etc. I have tried it myself, 
and on two other gentlemen, and, as far as I can judge, it has the 
desired effect. 


Arrot.—tThe active principle of the seeds of Petroselinum Sat- 
ivum, acts on the system very much the same as Quinine, pro- 
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ducing in a dose of about fifteen grains, slight cerebral excite- 
ment, without any unpleasant effects of any kind. In large doses 
it produces headache, giddiness, morbid sight and sounds, with all 
the characteristic effects of a large cose of Quinine. Adminis- 
tered for intermittents, in temperate latitudes, eighty-six per cent. 
of cures have been reported. It acts slightly as a diuretic, and is 
said to have a sedative influence over the uterus. 


UTERINE Tonic.— 


R.—Macrotin, ° ‘ ° , gr. 40. 
Ferri sulph, . : ; , gr. 60. 

M.—Et fiat mass, div. pil. No. 40. 
S.—One, two, or three times a day. 


I wish to call the attention of the profession to the (Hclectic) 
remedy, Macrotin (described in King’s Dispensatory), as a uterine 
tonic. Dr. Gallaway, of this place, first directed my attention to 
it, and I have found it a valuable remedy in all functional de- 
rangements of the uterus. I sometimes combine it with Sulph. 
Morphine in Dysmenorrhcea, when there is much pain; and often 
use only the Macrotin in gr. j. doses two or three times a day; 
but more often in the form above. Sometimes it causes pain in 
the head—then it will be well to discontinue the remedy a few 


days. 
Its action is very slow, therefore of no use in labor (as par- 
turienet). J. M. Lewis, M. D. 


Tux Revations or AstHMA, ANGINA PEcTORIS, AND GASTRAL- 
a1a.—Dr. Anstie calls attention in the British Medical Journal 


for November 11, to the pathological and therapeutical relations 
which seem to unite these three diseases, making it evident, he 
thinks, that they depend on neurosis of the vagus, which is of 
central origin, and in the large majority of cases 1s mainly or en- 
tirely due to inherited peculiarities of the central nervous system. 
The evidence in favor of this view arranges itself under five heads. 
1. Inferences from the known physiological functions of the vagus. 
2. Evidence of the interchangeability of asthma, angina, and gas- 
tralgia in the same individual. 8. Evidence of the pathological 
connection of these neuroses with neuralgia of the fifth nerve. 
4, Evidence of the common dependence of asthma, angina, gas- 
tralgia, and neuralgia of the fifth on peculiar inherited neurotic 
tendencies. 5. Evidence from the similarity of effects produced 
by certain remedies on all these maladies. 
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STRYCHNIA IN ALBUMINURIA.—Brignoli, in Lo Sperimentale, 
besides recommending nux vomica in various neuroses, gastralgia, 
dyspepsia, cardiac palpitations, periodic cough, etc., states that 
he had observed it to have a marked effect in retarding the pro- 
gress of albuminuria, especially the scarlatinal form with anasa- 
cra. He cites twelve cases of complete recovery.—British Med. 
Jour., Oct. 28, 1871. 


Dr. Desout’s Pitts FoR MicRraine.—These pills are exceed- 
ingly recommended as having power to cure in many cases this 
obstinate affection. 

R.—Quinia sulph, . . 3 grmns. (46 gr.) 
Digitalis(powdered) . 1 grm. 50 (23 gr.) 
way  «§ «+ _« q. 8 

Mix, and divide into thirty pills. One to be taken every night 
at bed-time.—L’ Union Pharmoceutique, Sept., 1871.—Mew 
Remedies. 


CHLORAL FoR TootuacHE.—Dr. Page, in the British Medical 
Journal, recommends chloral hydrate as a local application in 
cases of toothache. A few grains of the solid hydrate introduced 
into the cavity of the tooth upon the point of a quill speedily dis- 
solves there ; and in the course of a few minutes, during which a 
not unpleasant warm sensation is experienced, the pain is either 
deadened, or more often effectually allayed. A second or third 
application may be resorted to if necessary. 


IopURETTED GARGLE FOR SyYPHALITIC ULCERATION OF THE 
Movuta.— 
R.—Iodide of potassium, - 0.60 parts. 
Tincture of iodine, : . 2.00 « 
Distilled water, . ‘ . 140.00 « 
M.—Dr. Gauthier, Gironale italiano delle malatie veneree e 
della pelle, Nov., 1870.—New Remedies. 


Butimic Dyspepsta.—This form of dyspepsia is characterized 
by a feeling of emptiness of the stomach after eating ; by diar- 
rhoea occurring almost immediately after meals. Patients believe 
that they digest rapidly, and that their disease is intestinal. 
Where the diarrhea is constant, the ‘Laudanum of Sydenham 
given at first in single drop doses (before and not after eating) to 
be increased according to the demands of the case, and its con- 
trol over the diarrhoea is said, by the late M. Trousseau, to be 
“wonderful” in its effects. 
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CoLLODIUM - PaPpER—OouNTER-IRRITATING COLLODIUM.—A 
very viscid and perfect collodium-paper may be prepared by the 
following formula : 

R.—Sulphuric acid, ; . (1.82) 200 parts. 
Nitric “s , »  €L67) 200 « 
White filtering-paper, previously pu- 

rified by hidrochloric acid, i9 .« 

Mix in a glass vessel, and allow to stand about three hours till 
the reaction is complete. Then wash well. ‘The paper thus ob- 
tained is freely soluble in a mixture of alcohol and ether, or if 
a little residue is left after solution it remains at the bottom ; a 
very useful collodium for counter-irritation may be prepared ac- 
cording to the following formula: 


No. 1. A very energetic preparation :— 
R,—Alcohol, , ‘ i. ne 8.50 parts. 
Ether, ; ei. -* ua * 
Paper powder, ; ; ; 1.00 part. 
Mix, and add 10 parts of resin of thapsia, dissolved in 16 parts 
of alcohol. 


No. 2. A weaker preparation—one more generally useful :-— 


R.—Alcohol, . ‘ ‘ . 12.00 parts. 
Ether, . - « , 45 ” 
Paper powder, ‘ , ° 5 ah 
Dissolve, and add: Resin of thapsia, 30 parts, dissolved in 63 
parts of alcohol.—L’ Union Pharmaceutige, October, 1871.—New 
Remedies. 


CHoREA TREATED BY SULPHATE OF Z1nc.—Dr. Dickinson (Lon- 
don Lancet) at Hospital for Sick Children, London, uses sulphate 
of zinc in chorea. In one case he says: 


““She was put on two grains of sulphate of zinc in half an 
ounce of water, three times a day,” “increased by the addition 
" of a grain either every day or every other day, until on the twen- 
ty-fourth day, she had taken twenty-six grains three times a day. 
From the first she steadily improved, and by the time 19 or 20 
grains had been reached, she was almost free from irregular move- 
ments. The quantity was then gradually reduced to 19 grains on 
the 31st day, and in four more days was discharged recovered.” 


GLANDULAR ENLARGEMENTS.—Dr. Carpenter (Oregon Medical 
& Surgical Reporter), states that he has found muriate of ammonia 
extremely beneficial in glandular enlargements. 
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CutLorAL.—Dr. 8. W. Butler (Med. & Surg. Reporter), gives 
the following directions for giving this drug : 

Chloral hydrate should not be prescribed in solution or mixture, 
excepting when it is to be used emmediately. The proper way to 
administer it is as follows: Procure a number of small drachm 
vials, well corked—homeepathic vials answer the purpose very well 
—weigh out your doses of pure chloral hydrate, 10, 15, 20 or 30 
grains, and put them into the vials, and securely cork them, and 
admininster them as required, by dissolving in a little sweetened 
water. Never let it stand in a state of solution. In ordinary 
cases, we should prefer the smaller doses mentioned above, re- 
peated in fifteen minutes to half an hour, till the desired effect is 
produced. 


ANTI-NEURALGIC PowDERs.—(Langlebert.)— 


R.—Powdered cubebs, 68 grammes, = oz, ij. dr. iss. 
Carbonate of soda, 4 grammes, = dr. i. 

Mix, and divide into 86 powders. Six to twelve daily for the 
neuralgic urethral pains which persist after the drying of a blen- 
norrhagic discharge. In addition, use three injections of one or 
two minutes’ duration of the following solution : 


R.—Distilled water, ‘ ° - + 100 parts. 
Atropia sulph., ‘ ° 10 to20 “ M. 


Revue d Therap.* Medico-Chirurg.—New Remedies. 


TREATMENT oF SMALL Pox.—Dr. D. P. Boyer, in giving his 
method of treating variola, (Med. & Surg. Reporter), says : 


“T gave a solution of 2 grains of carbolic acid, and 15 or 20 
grains of sulphite of soda every three (3) hours with no other 
treatment than an ordinary purge during the initiative or forming 
fever. The result, after several months’vtrial with myself and 
son, has been that in every case of variola and confluent small-pox, 
on the fourth day of the eruption, the swelling of the face abated, 
the pulse fell to a normal rate, and the tongue commenced clean- 
ing, the eruption commenced to dry up, and the pustules withered 
and shrivelled. By the seventh and eighth day of the eruption 
the patient was convalescent, without a sign or mark of having 
small-pox after the slight desquamation of the light scales, or 
scales fell off. 

In no case by this treatment did the pustules positively mature, 
but always dried up before maturation. Externally any soothing 
or cooling application for the first three days is all that is required, 
to allay the itching, etc.” 





160 The Georgia Medical Companion. 


BroMIDE oF CaLc1uM.—Dr. Wm. A. Hammond, N. Y.,, (N. 
Y. Med. Jour.), writing of this drug, remarks : 


“The dose is from fifteen to thirty grains or more for an adult. 
It is especially useful in those cases in which speedy action is de- 
sirable, as, owing to its instability, the bromine is readily set free, 
and its peculiar action on the organism obtained more promptly 
than when either of the other bromides is administered. Chief 
among these effects is its hypnotic influence, and hence the brom- 
ide of calcium is particularly beneficial in cases of delirium tre- 
mens, or in the insomnia resulting from intense mental labor or 
excitement. 

Thus, I gave a gentleman, who, owing to business anxieties, had 
not slept for several nights, and who was in a state of great ex- 
citement, a single dose of thirty grains. He soon fell into a sound 
sleep, which lasted for seven hours. The next night, as he was 
wakeful, I gave him a like dose of bromide of potassium, but it was 
without effect, and he remained awake the whole night. The sub- 
sequent night he was as indisposed to sleep as he ever had been, 
but a dose of thirty grains of bromide of calcium gave him eight 
hours sound sleep, and he awoke refreshed, and with all unpleas- 
ant cerebral symptoms—pain, vertigo, and confusion of ideas— 
entirely gone. 

In a number of other instances a single dose has sufficed to in- 
duce sleep, a result which very rarely follows the administration 
of one dose of any of the other bromides. 

In those exhausted conditions of the nervous system attended 
with great irritability, such as are frequently met with in hysteri- 
cal women, and which are indicated by headache, vertigo, insom- 
nia, and a mental condition of extreme excitement, bromide of 
calcium has proved in my hands of decided service. Combined 
with the syrup of the lacto-phosphate of lime, it scarcely leaves 
anything to be desired. An eligible formula is— 

R.—Calcii bromidi, . ‘ ' OZ. i. 
Syrup. lact. phos, cale., ‘ . 0%, iv. 
M. ft. sol. 
Dose, a teaspoonful three times a day in a little water. 


VomiTINne oF Preanancy.—Dr. Hubert, in a memoir read be- 
fore the Medical Society of Lyons (Lyon Medical, 15th Oct. 1871, 
p- 476), produces evidence to show that in some cases the symp- 
tom depends upun misplacement and movement of the uterus, and 
that it may be arrested by the immobilization of the uterus by 
suitable bandages and the use of Hodge’s or Zwanke’s pessary.— 
British Medical Journal, Oct, 28, 1871. 
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Cop Liver O1—Pxpsine—PancreaTINne.—Dr. Henry Gib- 
bons (Pacific Med. & Surg. Jour.), speaking of cod liver oil, says: 


“Very often the oil remains unchanged in the stomach, and 
continues for many hours to rise in the mouth. Here it not only 
fails to do good, but is positively injurious by retarding digestion 
and destroying what little appetite the patient may have had. A 
lack of pepsine may cause this difficulty—the office of pepsine in 
regard to oily substances being, as far as appears, to dissolve the 
albuminous cell-wall, leaving the oil to be acted on, after it has 
passed from the stomach, by the pancreatic secretion. It is easy 
to replace the deficiency in the gastric juice by the administration 
of pepsine. But there may be another link in the chain wanting. 
The fatty granules require to be acted on by. the pancreatic secre- 
tion in order to perfect a series of processes by which the oil is 
assimilated and rendered remedial. The pancreatic secretion may 
be deficient ; and here the want may be artificially supplied by: 
the administration of pancreatine. 

He then adds: ‘Pepsine is well known to the profession, havy-. 
ing been in general use for many years. Pancreatine is of more 
recent introduction, and’ has not been so extensively employed. 
We believe it is not properly appreciated. In our hands it has. 
certainly done much good in certain cases of indigestion, or per- 
haps it would be better to say, of uncertain and irregular diges- 
tion, especially in persons of morbid nervous sensibility. It is 
particularly valuable in feeble digestion attended with occasional 
diarrhoea—cases in which the diarrhoea appears to be excited by 
the accumulation of undigested food, and in which it alternates 
with constipation or intestinal lentor. Here a teaspoonful of 
Wine of Pepsine, taken immediately before eating, and a tea- 
spoonful of Wine of Pancreatine half an hour or less after eating, 
will often be followed by the most gratifying results. Under this 
treatment anorexia will disappear and give place to appetite and 
enjoyment of food, and regular defecation will be established, so 
that the annoying exhibition of aperients and astringents may be: 
enterely dispensed with.” 


CARMINATIVE PowpDER FOR INFANTS.— 


R.—Fennel seed, . . . 25.0 grains. 
Aniseed, . ‘ ‘ ~~ a 
Powdered sugar, .  . 850.0 <“ 
Powdered opium, ‘ , Mm ..* 
Make into a powder, ten grains of which will contain .02 grains 
of opium.—Zeitschrift des Osterreich, Apothek. Vereines, Sept., 
eal: tan Remedies. 
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Sypuitis.—Dr. F. F. Maury, in speaking of the primary spe- 
cific sore of syphilis (Med. & Surg. Reporter), says : 

“Never cauterize a primary specific sore with nitrate of silver ; 
wt is not a caustic, but simply a stimulant and alterant. Use the 
mineral acids, such as the sulphuric and nitric, and the acid nitrate 
of mercury. For the chancroid the carbo-sulphuric paste is one 
of our best caustics; it stops the pus from spreading, and thus 
prevents auto-inoculation. This paste is made by taking of finely 
powdered willow charcoal and the strong, fuming, or Nordhausen, 
sulphuric acid, adding sufficient drops of the latter to reduce: the 
former to the consistency of a paste. It must be made as wanted, 
for it will not keep. You apply this paste by spreading a quan- 
tity, of sufficient surface to cover the sore, upon a piece of lint or 
old soft muslin. If the chanchre is under the foreskin, retract 
the latter, apply the paste directly upon the sore, and then when 
the foreskin is drawn back, the lint comes between it and the 
paste, and thus prevents cauterization in a spot where it is not 
wished. This paste is not allowed to be scraped off, but must re- 
main until it comes away with the eschar, which is generally in 
about a week. ' 

Another preparation is Canquoin’s paste, made by adding to- 
gether two parts of dry chloride of zinc, four parts of flour, and 
one part of glycerine. This is rolled into a layer from } to } of 
an inch in thickness, and spread upon cloth; and thus when the 
caustic is applied, as in the previous case, it is prevented from 
coming in contact with anything but the sore. If the chloride of 
zinc deliquesces, which it is apt to do, it must be dried again. 

These, then, are the caustics you must use—thorough agents, 
which do their work well. By cauterizing with nitrate of silver, 
we merely cover up the plague spot, not destroy it, and thus allow 
our patient to become a subject of syphilis ! 

If my lecture but succeeds in impressing this one point upon 
you, you will be well repaid for coming here this morning. 

In speaking of mercury, he says: 

‘“¢ Another thing that you must rid your minds of is mercury in 
connection with primary syphilis. Remember, you never give 
mercury with soft chancre ; a but makes matters worse. We give 
‘it in cases of hard chancre; not for its specific effect, but to pro- 
mote, if possible, the absorption of the effused lymph. 


EvLENBERG’S FoRMULA FOR THE VOMITING OF PREGNANCY.— 
R.—Tincture of iodine, . «.  «. 1 part. 
Rectified alcohol, ‘ ‘ ; 12 %* —M. 
Three drops to be given many times a day.—L’ Union Medicale. 
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FistuLa In ANo.—In August, 1871, John Connor, who, for 
nearly eighteen months, had been suffering from a fistula in ano, 
applied to me for treatment, requesting a cure if possible without 
a surgical operation. I introduced a small probe of platina wire 
into the fistulous canal, and a wooden scoop into the rectum as a 
point d’appui for the extremity of the probe. During the opera- 
tion a galvanic current of fifteen cells, steadily increased, was al- 
lowed to pass for fifteen minutes. The battery having been freshly 
filled that day, the probe became heated so rapidly that I was 
compelled to desist from the application sooner than I had wished. 
However, I was gratified to find that, at the expiration of five 
days, the fistula had entirely healed.—_D?’. Murray, in Med Ree. 


Fever Mixture.—The value of aconite in allaying fevers is 
apparently not so completely recognized by the profession as it 
ought to be, and having found the following recipes very useful in 
allaying fever, and in controlling it, when not dependent upon a 
deep-seated cause, I offer them here.—[Ep. N. R.] 


R.—Tincture of aconite root, ‘ gtt. xxiv. 
Sweet spirits of nitre, —— f oz. ij. 
Solution (or mixt.) of citrate of potash, f oz. iv.—M. 
S. Tablespoonful every one, two, or three hours. 


This formula, containing two drops of the tincture of aconite 
root to the dose, should be given cautiously, and every hour only 
in urgent cases which can be very carefully watched. Many wo- 
men will scarcely bear it given every two hours. The following 
formula is more generally applicable and safer : 

R.—Tincture of aconite root, . .  gtt. xii. 
Sweet spirits of nitre, pet f oz. ij. 
Solution (or mixt.) of citrate of potash, f.oz. iv.—M. 

8. Tablespoonful every one or two hours. 

Where there is much restlessness with the fever the following 
formula is very useful : 

R.—Tincture of aconite root, . .  gtt. xii. 
Sweet spirit of nitre, 
Comp. spirit of nitre, aa f 02. iss. 
Camphor water, . ‘ , f 02. iij. 
Morphiz sulph., . ‘ : gr. ss.—M. 
8. Tablespoonful every one or two hours—Wew Remedies. 


LIEBREICH’S OPERATION FOR EXTRACTION OF CaTaRact.—Prof. 
Liebreich says that during the four years past he has in more than 
three hundred cases employed the following method for extracting 
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cataract in preference to the one recommended by Graefe, which 
he had formerly employed, and finds it to be, in many respects, 
its superior. The incision of the cornea is to be made with the 
smallest possible Graefe’s knife in the following manner: ‘ Pune- 
ture and contra-puncture are made in the sclerotic about one milli- 
metre beyond the cornea, the whole of the remaining incision 
passing with a very slight curve through the cornea, so that the 
centre of it is about one millimetre and a half distant from the 
margin of the cornea. This incision can be made upwards or 
downwards, with or without iridectomy, and the lens can be re- 
moved through it with or without the capsule. If, as I now prac- 
tise, the extraction is made downwards without iridectomy, the 
whole operation is reduced to the greatest simplicity, and does not 
require narcosis, assistance, elevator, or fixation; and only two 
instruments, Graefe’s knife and one cysotome with Daviel’s spoon. 


—Br. Med. Jour., No. 570. 


ParTiAL HemIpLecia.—Prof. N. §. Davis, (Chicago Medical 
Examiner), says: 


‘The treatment, of course, is iodide of sodium, or potassium 
and bichloride of mercury. When there is pain, an anodyne may 
be added as in the formula below : 

R.—lodide of sodium, : dr. iij. 
Bichloride of mercury, at. 4 
Fl. Ext. Conium, , OZ. SS. 
Simple syrup, , : 02. 8s. 
Aqua Men. Pip, . : ‘ oz. iij.—M. 

S. One teaspoonful four times a day. 

Under this treatment the pain is generally easier in four or five 
days, and in ten days gone. Then the dose may be reduced to 
three times a day for two or three weeks, and to twice a day for 
three or four months. Tonics will be required, both iron and the 
bitter barks, or the syrup of the hypophosphite ; strychnia, gr. 
1-40, and nitric acid, gtts. 1}, are tonics particularly adapted to 
these cases. 


Bru1ary CaLcuti.—Prof. N. 8. Davis (Chicago Medical Ex- 
aminer, says: 

“A Jewish lady had been subject to repeated attacks of severe 
pain, etc. Being ealled in the midst of one of the paroxysms, I 
was satisfied from the character and situation of the pains, and 
from the marked jaundice, that it was a case of biliary calculi. 
The nitric acid was ordered for her, 6 gtts. to be taken at each 
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meal time, and continued for several weeks. She had one subse- 
quent attack, a short time after commencing treatment, but has 
had none since. ; 

I can recollect three other cases where the re-formation of cal- 
culi has been entirely prevented. In two of the case3 an opposite 
course of treatment was tried, an alkali, liquor potass, being giv- 
en instead of the acid. 

Our aim in the treatment of these cases should be, first, to re- 
lieve temporarily the pain, by narcotic, warm fomentations, ete. ; 
and secondly, to so change the constitution of the bile as to pre- 
vent the formation of the new calculi. Their formation is proba- 
bly caused by an excess of chloresterine in the bile, which becomes 
crystallized. The calculi formed are sometimes so large as never 
to pass through the ducts; but being retained, and blocking up 
the ducts, they produce permanent derangement, congestion, atropy, 
jaundice, ete. 

The treatment by ether, acids, or alkalies seems to accomplish 
the desired change in the constitution of the bile.” 


VaGInisMus.—M. Gueneau de Mussy, in the Gazette des Hop- 
ttauz, June, 1871, commends the treatment of this obstinate af- 
fection by the following formula : 


R.—Butter of cacao, 20 grammes. (306.8 grs.) 
Bromide of potassium, 3 “ (46.0 grs.) 
Ext. of belladonna, 1 ” (15.34 gr.) 


Make into ten vaginal suppositories. One to be used each 
night for a week. 

Some drops of the following formula are also to be given hy- 
podermically : 


Q 
R.—Muriate of morphia, 50 centigr. (7.57 grs.) 
Sulphate of atropine, 1 * (.1584 gr.) 
Distilled water, - 10 grammes. (153.4 grs.) 
Mix and make a solution. 


If pruritus exist with the vaginismus, the suppositories must be 
ased for a longer time, and arseniate of soda be exhibited.—New 
Remedics. 


Trtanus.—Among other interesting papers lately read before 
the Academy of Sciences in Paris, was one by M. Demarquay, 
in which he showed that several cases of lock-jaw had been cured 
by extremely hot-air baths, followed by the injection of morphia 
under the skin——Zhe Lancet. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON Racuit1s.—The last physical sign to which 
attention will be directed in connection with the head is dentition. 
This is ordinarily retarded, and the simple fact that a child has 
reached his ninth month without dentition having commenced, is 
enough to lead an intelligent physician to suspect commencing 
rachitis. Not only does dentition commence late and progress 
slowly, but the eruption of the teeth is attended with great pain, 
and they are irregular in time of appearance and position. 

The extent to which dentition may be delayed varies much in 
different cases. It is no uncommon thing to meet with rickéety 
children a year or eighteen months old in whom dentition has not 
eommenced. The writer has met with a single instance of a rickety 
child in whom the primary teeth failed to make their appearance 
at all. The same was noticed by Van Swieten, for he says, “I 
have seen some youths, who had been negligently treated in the 
beginning of this disease, continue toothless during life.’’* 

They appear with difficulty, and often with severe suffering, and 
are irregularly set in the jaws. This is owing to the imperfect 
development of the jaws, which, being smaller than in healthy 
children, do not afford sufficient room for the natural eruption of 
the teeth. To this cause may be ascribed many of those symptoms 
which authors so often attribute to dentition. In a healthy child 
this, which is a natural and physiological process, is unattended 
with any serious phenomena, and it is in these sickly and cachectic 
infants that the teeth appear painfully, slowly, or not at all. 
Moreover, the cachexia must be peculiar—in other words, rachetic 
—or this will not occur, for in cases of chronic diarrhoea and 
other wasting diseases of children, the teeth appear at the usual 
time and in the usual manner. This is true, though the little pa- 
tient may be emaciated to the last degree, while in rickets denti- 
tion is often much delayed and very difficult when the lesions con- 
nected with the long bones are but slight and the child presents 
the external evidences of moderate health. 

The teeth themselves are imperfectly developed, deficient in 
enamel, decay in a very short time, and, as Glisson so truthfully 
remarks, “ fall out by pieces.” It is no rare thing to see one of 
these children almost toothless long before the permanent set 
should appear.—Dr. John S. Parry, in Am. Jour of Mediat 
Sciences. 
How To PRevENT THE Rustine oF STEEL INsTRUMENTS.— 


A correspondent confidently recommends equal parts of carbolic 
acid and olive oil, smeared over the surface of the instruments, as 











































* Commentaries, etc., Edinburgh, 1776, vol. xvii. p. 385. 
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an unfailing preventive of rust in any climate. He states that it 
is a plan much used by medical officers in the navy, and it is found 
to preserve the burnish and brightness of the steel, however moist 
and warm the atmosphere may be. Our correspondent adds that 
it will also be found advantageous to have the fittings of instru- 
ment-cases made only of brass and polished wood, as the glue 
with which the velvet usually employed is fastened on is apt to ab- 
sorb moisture and remain damp for a considerable time.—— The 
Lancet. : ‘ 


¢ 


Drops FoR GASTRALGIA (DR. GALLARD’s ForMULA).— 
R.—Distilled water of cherry laurel, 5.00 parts. 
Muriate of morphia, ‘ . 
Mix and dissolve. 
One drop on a lump of sugar immediately before meals.—— Union 
Medicale.—New Remedies. 


Foot AND Moutn DISEASE IN CHILDREN.—Some weeks since 
we stated, on the authority of the Chairman of the Hartford 
Chamber of Agriculture, that children fed on the milk from dis- 
eased cows had suffered from a complaint similar to the “‘ mouth 
disease.” Since then Dr. Alfred Packman, of Puckeridge, has 
treated several cases of this complaint, and states in a certificate 


. that the patient “suffered from a peculiar eruption of the mouth, 


nose and face, accompanied by sore tongue and throat, and sali- 
vation. I have no sort of doubt that the affection was caused by 
drinking milk from cows suffering from foot and mouth disease.”’ 
—Medical Times and Gaz. 


CARBOLIZED GARGLE FOR DiprHerta.—Charles Sedgwick, Jr. 
(New Remedies) recommends the subjoined formula: 
R.—Carbolie acid, . , ‘ : 20 m. 
Acetic acid, ‘ ‘ , ‘ dr. ss. 
Honey, tincture of myrrh, each,’ . fdr. ij. 
Water, to ‘ ° ‘ . f 02. Vj. 


The acids to be shaken together well before the other ingredi- 
ents are added.— Medical Record. 


Tincture oF Capsicum as A Styptic.—Among the multitude of 
known styptics used to stop excessive bleeding after tooth extrac- 
tion, I am not aware if every dentist has tried the effect of two or 
three drops of tinctura capsici on wool, firmly pressed into the 
cavity; my experience goes to prove it the best remedy extant; 
one application generally answering the purpose.—John Branson, 
Brit. Jour. of Dental Science. 
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Utcers or tHE Lea.—In the treatment of ulcers in the lower 
extremeties, I have almost invariably applied the positive pole of 
the battery, through a medium of a disk of platina, silver, or 
nickel, to the ulcer itself, closing the circuit, and by means of the 
wet chamois electrode close to and around the diseased part. The 
disk I have used is about one-eighth to one-twelfth of an inch in 
thickness, I cannot recommend pure nickel for this purpose, as 
it is difficult to clean and polish it as needed before it can be used 
again. Platina is decidedly preferable, as it is the cleanest and 
best metal. 

- A man, aged 80 years, with seven ulcers upon the lower third 
of the right leg, applied to me for treatment during the month of 
October instant. These ulcers were of two years’ standing, and 
as the case appeared to me to be one favorable for testing the 
relative merits of the poles, the size and condition of each ulcer 
being as nearly as possible uniform, I selected four for treatment 
by the positive and three by the negative pole. I first cleansed 
the sores with a piece of sponge wet with a weak solution of chlo- 
rinated soda, and having partially dried them, I applied the flat- 
disk electrode as before explained. The superiority of the flat- 
disk over the button or ball-shaped electrode is evident, when we 
consider that ulcers heal from the sides first rather than from the 
bottom. I applied the galvanic current as strong as could be 
borne to each ulcer for the space of five minutes, occasionally 
wiping away any discharge. This treatment was repeated every 
third day. In two weeks the healing process, in the four under 
the positive pole, was considerably in advance of that of the three 
under that of the negative. In general I do not limit myself to 
any specified time in the galvanization of ulcers, but continue the 
application of the current until they present the appearance of 
having been slightly seared with the actual cautery.— Dr. Murray, 
in Med. Record. 


A RemMepy ror FRECKLES.— 
R.—Sulpho-carbolate of zine, 
Glycerine, ° . 
Rose-water, 
Spirits, 
Dissglve and mix. 
The freckled skin is to be annointed with this twice daily, the 
_ ointment being allowed to stay on for one-half to one hour, and 
then washed off with cold water. Anzmic persons should also 
take a mild ferruginous tonic. In the sunlight a dark veil should 
be worn.—Zeitschrift des Allegem. Ocester. Apothek. Vereines, 
October 1, 1871. 
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DericientT SecreTION.—The following is a short epitome of 
nine cases of deficient secretion of milk, in which local faradiza- 
tion was applied directly to the mammary gland. 

In four the electro-magnetic current was applied, with negative 
res@lts. 

In two the magneto-electric current was applied. In one of 
these the result was negative ; in the other success attended after 
daily application for sixteen days. 

In three, the magneto-electric current was also applied, with the 
result of producing a good supply of the lacteal fluid’so long as 
the use of the current was repeated daily ; but the secretion ceased 
if it was omitted for twenty-four hours. 

One woman, to whose breast I applied the galvanic current, 
gave the breast to her child immediately after. In less than an 
hour the child was attacked with severe vomiting, purging, and 
convulsions, although it had been previously remarkably healthy. 
I attributed the sickness to an electrolytic change in the milk, the 
effect of the galvanic current.—Dr. Murray in Med. Record. 


AN#HSTHETIC CALCAREO-GLYCERINE FOR Burns, &c.—Dr. De- 
Bruyne extols the following liniment for burns, &c. : 


Rt.—Freshly precipitated hydrate of lime, grammes iij. 
Glycerine, ‘ ‘ ye = & 

Mix, and heat moderately, and then add: 
Chloi inated chlorohydric ether, grammes iij. 


The liquid thus obtained is transparent and clear. A compress 
of fine linen is thoroughly wet with this and applied on the burnt 
part. Immediately over this is to be placed a piece of gold- 
beater’s skin, impermeable taffeta, or even flannel, so as to secure 
complete occlusion, and prevent the evaporation of the liniment. 

Dr. B. is convinced of the beneficial effects of this dressing, not 
only in burns, but also in ill-conditioned wounds ; in atonic, cal- 
lous, fungous, and foul ulcers; and likewise in certain cutaneous 
diseases, especially such as are dry and squamous’ accompanied 
with pruritus. —Revue de Therapeutique, Oct. 15, 1871., from 
Journal de Bruxelles, Jan. 1871.——Am. Jour. Med. Sciences. . 


STRYCHNIA IN ALBUMINURIA.—Brignoli (British Medical Jour- 
nal, October 28; from La Sperimentale), besides recommending 
nux vomica in various neuroses, gastralgia, dyspepsia, cardiac pal- 
pitations, periodic cough, ete., states that he has observed it to 
have a marked effect in retarding the progress of albuminuria, es- 
pecially the scarlatinal form with anasacra. He cites twelve cases 
of complete recovery. 
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Gatiic Acip In UTERINE HEMorrHAGE.—In a late session of 
Gynecological Society of Boston (Jour. Gynecological Soc.), Dr. 
Hazelton remarked that in a case of flooding from retained placenta, 
after abortion, he had relied on good nourishing diet, with lead 
and opium. After the cervix had dilated sufficiently, he remoyed 
the mass with an ordinary polypus forceps. 

Dr. Weston advocated the use of gallic acid. Dr. Martin had 
read Dr. Simpson’s paper on this remedy, and had given it a fair 
trial. According to his observation, the patient was required to 
take from one to two drachms before any effect was perceptible. 


Cure For TootHacuE.—Dr. Henry T. Reynolds, of Baltimore, 
writes to us that “for eighteen months I have been using acetate 
of lead as a remedy for what Burns calls the “‘hell of all diseases”’ 
—toothache. I find it to act better than any of the numerous 
remedies proposed in the books, and in cases in which it is appli- 
cable, the relief is instantaneous. Let the patient apply from one 
to three grains to the cavity for a moment or two, then spit it 
out. It fails in fewer cases than any remedy that I have tried— 
not more than eight per cent.” —Med. News and Richmond and 
Louisville Med. Jour. 


Drastic Pitts ror Dropsy.— 


R.—Elaterium, . 10 centigr. (1.5 grains.) 
Extr. of hyosyamus, 60 ‘“ (9 grains.) 
Extract of gentian, 60 ‘ (9 grains.) 
Mix and make into 10 pills. 
One or two to be taken in dropsy, when it is desired to rapidly 
run off water by the bowels, and if necessary the dose may be in- 
creased to three.—L’ Union Medicale. 


PopuiteAl ANEURISM CURED BY FLEXION IN THREE Days.— 
The Bulletin de 1 Academie Royale de Medicine de Belgique 
(British Medical Journal, December 23) contains an account by 
Dr. Larondelle of the cure of a popliteal aneurism of the size of 
an orange. Dr. Larondelle adopted Mr. Ernest Hart’s method 
of forced flexion of the leg upon the thigh. There was oedema 
of the foot andleg. The bandage employed was applied after the 
fashion recommended by Mr. Hart in his first paper in the Medi- 
co-Chirurgical Transactions; and the patient, as in his second 
published case, was allowed to walk about the room with the help 
of acrutch. The bandage was solidified by starch. The flexion 
seems to have been forced a little in excess. At the end of the 
second day, as the patient was complaining much of the pain, the 
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bandage was removed. A second bandage was applied, and on the 
- third day the tumor was found to be solidified. The cure thus 
effected was permanent; and the tumor, at the end of five months, 
was reduced to the dimensions of a small, hard kernel.—PAil. 
Med. Times, Feb. 15, 1872. 


IpECACUANHA GIVEN IN Enema FoR DysenTERY.—Dr. Charles 
Moore Jessop extols (Indiana Medical Gazette, July, 1871) the 
efficacy of ipecacuanha given in enema for the cure of dysentery. 
He gives ten grains of the powder with half a drachm of lauda- 
num in two ounces of decoction of arrowroot or mucilage, three 
times a day; when the symptoms abate, twice a day, and, finally, 
once a day. 

In the No. of the same journal for Sept., Surgeon J. F. Baxter 
relates the following case confirmatory of Dr. Jessop’s statement : 

“A young married lady who had suffered from a recent attack 
of acute dysentery, having had one or two relapses in the space 
of a few months, came under my observation in the autumn of 
last year ; she was then passing small quantities of blood five or 
aix times daily, but declined to resort to medicine ; towards the 
year, however, she hadjanother sharp attack, and I was asked to 
see her. 

“‘T prescribed five grains of ipecacuanha, with a small quantity 
of opium, in pills, which were shortly afterwards rejected by the 
stomach. I reduced the quantity to two grains, with the same 
result. I then tried every remedy I could think of, with a view 
to make the stomach tolerant of the drug, but without success. 

“The patient suffered great pain, was constantly on the move 
to and from the bath-room, was tormented with persistent and 
severe straining, and as nothing remained on the stomach, I felt 
it not unlikely that I should lose her; the thought, however, oc- 
curred to me to administer ipecacuanha in enemas, and accord- 
ingly I gave two scruples of ipecacuanha wine, fifteen minims of 
tincture of opium, and one ounce of thin arrowroct in enema. 
This gave her relief and sleep for about four hours—the first she 
had for several days. I continued the treatment, and the follow- 
ing day she was vonsiderably improved, and in four days more 
she was quite free from pain, purging, or blood; she rapidly re- 
covered, and although she had a slight relapse some months after- 
wards, I have since heard that she was quite well.”—Am. Jour. 
Med. Sciences. 


Croup, catarrh, and colds in children can be cured by giving 
equal parts of the syrup of sanguinaria and cod-liver oil. 
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Sutpwate or Iron as A Locan APPLICATION IN PHLEGMASIA 
Do.ens.—Dr. R. W. Creighton speaks favorably (British Med. 
Journal, Oct. 21, 1871) of the efficacy of sulphate of iron as an 
external application in phlegmasia dolens. 

‘In recent cases,” he says, ‘it is best employed in the form of 
lotion (twenty to thirty grains to an ounce of water), applied as 
hot as the patient can comfortably bear it. Much trouble is 
avoided, and the constant saturation of the skin with the lotion se- 
cured, by using spongio-piline, fastened loosely by tapes round 
the limb. 

‘* All the cases which I have so treated—five or six in number 
—have made good and rapid recoveries ; and in one only, which 
was not seen for several days after the disease commenced, was 
there any great amount of hardness left in the superficial venous 
trunks at the end of ten or twelve days. In this case, the appli- 
cation of equal parts of belladonna and iodide of potassium oint- 
ments was effectual in dispersing it. In all the cases, after the 
bowels had been freely acted on, the muriated tincture of iron, 
either alone or combined with quinia, was given internally. 

“The rapid introduction of waste material into the blood dur- 
ing the puerperal state affords, I believe, some explanation of the 
action of sulphate of iron externally, and of the muriated tine- 
ture internally, in cases of phlegmasia dolens.”—Am. Jour. Med. 
Sciences. 


Catarruus Vxsic2.—The following relieved an obstinate case 
in two weeks: 
R.—Fluid Extract Buchn, 
” % Uva Ursi, . 0%. SS. 
e ‘ —« Gelseminum dr. ii—M. 
S. 50 drops 5 times daily. 


CARBONATE oF AMMONIA IN PyEUMoNITIS.—Dr. Nelson Nivi- 
son, of Geneva, N. Y. (National Med. Jour.), has long been in the 
habit of giving carbonate of ammonia in pneumonitis, and in 
nearly all cases of embarrassed pulmonary circulation. When 
this occurs from hepatization of the lungs there is no remedy so 
effectual. Whether it operates by stimulating the nerve-centres, 
and through them the innervation of the respiratory organs, or 
whether it modifies the chemical or vital properties of the blood, 
or produces both effects simultaneously, we may not, he says, in 
the present state of our knowledge, be able to determine. | Clini- 
cal observation has most strongly impressed upon his mind the 
conviction that in some way it very efficiently aids in the resolu- 
tion and absorption of the fibrinous blood constituents, which by 
their coagulation solidify the parenchymatous structures of the lungs 
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Cure or HyprocELe By THE SeTon.—This method is a mod- 
ification of what is known as Pott’s treatment, and has been lately 
recommended, especially by Mr. Henry Smith, an English surgeon, 
as perfectly safe, convenient, and effectual, patients being able to 
go about and even attend to their various occupations during the 
progress of cure; two cases only, out of thirty operated upon by 
him, suffered subsequently even of inflammation—one of these the 
result of imprudence in exercise—and no return of the disease in 
any. The operation is described by Mr. Smith as follows: Sim- 
ply to puncture the tumor with a common suture needle, armed 
with a sivgle thread, and, having brought the thread out a dis- 
tance of one or two inches from the point of entrance, it is disen- 
gaged from the needle, and the two ends are tied lightly together. 
He further advises that this thread, as a rule, may be left in from 
eight to ten days, and at any time, if the inflammation seems in- 
clined to fall short of the degree required, it may bg increased by 
moving the thread. 

Thomas R. Dupuis, M. D., Odessa, Ont. (The Canada Lancet), 
having had some experience in this treatment, is inclined to think 
that there is more risk in this treatment than by the injection of 
a stimulating fluid, which is quickly brought into contact with the 
interior of an already empty sac, which subjects all parts at once 
to the same grade of excited action, and which does not interfere 
with the tissues external to the parts acted upon. 


Van Den Covurt’s Pinus ror CHORDEE.— 


R.—Extract of belladonna, ‘ ‘ gr. ij. 
Lupuline, ‘ . . . QS. Xij. 
Camphor, — . . gr. xij. 

Mix and make into eight pills. 
S. Take from two to four at night.—London Lancet. 


Tue Teaspoon aS A MeasurE.—A writer in the Canadian 
Pharmaceutical Journal, who has examined the subject critically, 
says that the teaspoons have been gradually growing larger. of late 
years, the spoon of the last century having been ouly about two- 
thirds of the size of that now incommon use. He adds, however, 
that three sizes are made at the present time—large, medium, and 
small, containing 95, 85, and 60 minims respectively. Table- 
spoons, also, have increased, and vary from 4,5 to 6 fluid drachms 
in capacity. He infers that the dose of certain articles may be 
unsafe if a teaspoonful or a table-spoonful be ordered, and pro- 
poses to abolish the desert-spoon as a measure, substituting two 
teaspoonfuls, 
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SuscuTaANEous INJECTIONS OF ErRGoTIN IN UTERINE AFFEC- 
‘ trons. —The following cases are translated from the German of 
Swiderski by C. W. Stevens, M. D., of Charlestown, Mass. 
The standard solution used in the cases I am about to mention 
is the following : _ 


R.—Ext. secale cornuti aquosi, , dr. ss. 
Spr. vini. rectif., , : ‘ dr. j. 
Glycerine, , . ‘ : » Git 


The dose of this solution is from 12 to 18 minims or from 2 to 
3 grains of ergotin, and acts usually in half an hour. 

CasE 1. A woman, aged 44, who had suffered for five years 

from menorrhagia. The uterus was greatly enlarged, hard on its 
posterior aspect, not painful, and with some retroversion. The 
anterior aspect was hard and thickened. The first subcutaneous 
injection of 12 minims or 2 grains was on the fifth day of profuse 
menstruation. In two hours uterine pains began, which lasted six 
hours, during which she passed many clots. On the ensuing day 
8 grains were injected, and in less than two hours pains came on 
which lasted ten hours. On the next day there was no hemmor- 
rhage. 
Cask 2. A woman of fifty, who has had menorrhagia for 8 
years. The uterus was enlarged and perceptible above the pubes. 
After two injections the hemorrhage ceased, and the uterus de- 
scended so as not to be felt. 

Case 3. A lady of 42 was having dangerous menorrhagia. An 
injection of 2} grains brought on great pains and diminished the 
flow. On the following day another injection stopped the hemor- 
rhage. | 

Case 4. A woman of 19, in her third month of pregnancy, be- 
gan suddenly to have fearful metrorrhagia which ordinary means 
failed to arrest. An injection of three grains soon caused pains, 
when she expelled the foetus gnd ended the flooding. 


Case 5. A woman flowed ten weeks after a miscarriage, during 
which time she took ergot internally without avail. An injection, 
then, of three grains caused the flowing entirely to cease. 

In two cases of post partum hemorrhage, after the failure of 
the usual methods of hemostasis, an injecticn of three grains ar- 
rested the flowing in a short time. 

The same injections have been found very valuable in chronic 
metritis and hypertrophy, as well as in abnormal positions of the 
uterus, if not of too long standing. In these cases the injections 
are a little weaker, and are repeated every two or three days. 
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THERAPEUTICAL Use or Water.—Dr. T. C. Smith in the 
Chicago Medical Journal, with reference to the use of water, 
says: 

A few cases to clinically illustrate the advantages of this treat- 
ment, and I will close. 

Mr. J., et 80, laborer; bilious temperament, complexion sal- 
low, average height and build, pulse 70, of moderate fullness and 
force, habits good, skin dry, slightly above natural heat, urine and 
perspiration rather scant, costive, has constant feeling of dizziness 
and weight, with pain in the head, the latter often severe, tongue 
covered with thick yellowish fur, taste bitterish, has a feeling of 
hebetude all the time. 

R. Mistura creta dr. j. ter die, as a placebo, and directed that 
he should drink all the water he could between meals, and report 
again in one week. He did so, and expressed himself as feeling 
better than for months. The treatment was continued for several 
weeks with good success, all unpleasant symptoms being dissipat- 
ed. Since that time (two months) he has been in perfect health, 
and thinks he is so on account of the water cure. 

In this case, molecular waste and elimination were retarded.— 
Water increased these processes by constituting a vehicle to carry 
out oxidized material floating in the fluids, and by causing in- 
crease of all the secretions, thus giving better opportunity for 
healthy metamorphosis. 


CARMINATIVE MrIxTURE.— 


R.—Oil of camphor, 
Oil of cajeput, ‘ oe? Tan’. 
Oil of cinnamon (or cloves), ‘ f dr. j.—M. 
Ten to fifteen drops on sugar for an adult.— Mew Remedies. 
Uva Urst as AN EmMMenAgoaur.—At a late meeting of the 
Gynecological Society of Boston, Dr. H. R. Storer (Journal 
Gynecological Soc.), in a discussion on Dr. Hjaltelin’s monograph 
on “ The Gynecology of Iceland,”’ stated that the use of uva ursi 
as an emmenagogue or oxytocic was not a familiar one to himself. 
Dr. Wheeler had heard of its employment, but could not recollect 
by whom. Dr. Warren thought it had been employed by the late 
Dr. Josiah Noyes, of Needham, who used it like secale cornutum. 


Cystanara.—In a case of a child one year old affected severely 
with Cystodynia, one drop of the Fluid Extract Gelseminum gave 
not only relief, but a cure in two days. 
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Eraer Spray tn Draenosts.—Dr. Richardson, at the Medical 
Society of London, recently explained a new application of ether 
spray, which he had for over two years past employed—viz : for 
the purpose of diagnosis in some forms of nervous disorder. He 
had noticed from the first use of the spray that the period required 
for producing freezing of the surface of the body varies with the 
condition of the patient, the weak and the aged being much more 
easily influenced than the robust. He therefore has been led to 
the practice of using the spray as a test of vascular tonicity of 
parts of the body, and inferentially of the nervous control over 
the vessels, In the case which had led to these observations—a 
. ease of obscure paralysis, brought before the Medical Society by 
Dr. Alfred Carpenter, of Croydon, on which a committee consist- 
ing of Drs. Richardson, Lockhart Clarke, Broadbent, Hughlings- 
Jackson, Carpenter, and Mr. Brudenell Carter had drawn up a 
report for the Society—this method of employing ether spray had 
been adopted, with the effect of finding that in certain of the par- 
alyzed parts the freezing of. the tissues could be established 
in from two to three seconds, while in a healthy subject, and 
in the same subject on other parts of the body, from eight 
to nine seconds of time were required, the ether used’ and 


the external conditions being the same. The practice is sugges- 
tive of extensive application in estimating what, in the absence of 
a better term, we may still venture to call ‘the vital power” of 
different individuals or of the same individual, generally and lo- 
cally, under various conditions of disease.—J/ed. Times and Graz. 


FormMvLa For Cystit1s.—The following is used by Prof. Gross 
to relieve the irritation of the bladder produced by the presence 
of a stone: 

R.—Uve Ursi, ‘ , : ‘ 02. j. 
Sodee Bicarb, : . ar. ij. —M. 

S. Add to one and a half pints “of boiling water, and take a 

wineglassful two or three times daily —Phil. Med. Times. 
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(a Should any of our subscribers or exchanges fail to get Taz ComMPANION’ - 
regularly, they will confer a favor by notifying us of the fact, Our Mailing: 
Clerk will faithfully forward THE Companton. Subscribers will please notify 
Post masters that it will reach their offices, if not Jost on the way, between the: 
15th and 20th of every month. Should it fail to come, after a reasonable time,. 
notify the Editors and it will be sent. 

{@ We respectfully solicit Original Articles, Reports of’ Societies, Clinics: 
Home and Foreign Correspondence, News, etc.,. etc., of interest to medical’ 
readers. 

(> To insure publication, articles should be practical, as brief as possible,. 
and carefully written, on one side of the paper. Articles should be received by 
the 15th of one month to insure publication in the next. (@§~ Friends, send in: 
your articles. a) 


{3 All subscribers and others will please write their names, post-offices, 
county and State plainly. Remember, this is now required bythe Postmaster Gen- 
eral. 


FRIENDS, TAKE NOTICE, AND ACT! 


Dr. J. 8. Wuorrton, of Lynchburg, Virginia, in a letter under date of° 
March 2nd, 1872, writes: 

“T have had the volume for 1871 bound, and consider it invaluable as a book. 
of reference, and well worth several times the price of subscription.” 

This is the general verdict of our subscribers of 1871. As stated long ago, & 
full set of volume No. 1 cannot now be furnished, yet the publisher has em 
hand six or eight numbers of that volume, which can be had by paying at the- 
rate of the regular subscription price ; and although incomple as a volume, will! 
be of great benefit to the busy practitioner. 

We intend to make the second volume far superior to the first, as a “ Book. 
of Referenc:,” and one our friends should not neglect to secure ; hence we: 
earnestly desire them to commence with the first number of the volume. Our: 
publisher has left on hand, of the very large edition of that number, a fea: 
hundred copies only, and we ask our subscribers to do their personal friends the- 
favor to have them start with this number before it is exhausted. 
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OUR THANKS. 


We sincerely thank those gentlemen who have sent uscommunications. We 
will publish as early as possible. We trust our friends everywhere will send us 
articles. We also thank. our friends for the number of pamphlets which have 
been forwarded us from various sections of the country. We hope authors of 
books, pamphlets, addresses, etc., will forward their productions to us for no- 
tice, as a means of bringing them before our readers, as the libraries of many 
of our professional] brethren were lost during the late war. 

We thank those of our friends who have made suggestions and given us ad- 
vice on certain points in the conduct of our journal. By all means, keep us 
posted. We wish to make the Companion worthy of the profession, and will 
labor to that end. 

Letters requiring answers will be replied to as early as possible, under the 
pressure of our large and increasing correspondence. 


PLEASE REMEMBER! 


The Publisher desires to remind those of our subscribers who have not yet 
paid for THE ComPANION of last year, of the fact, and hereby requests them to 
please remember this appeal, and to respond at once. Only a few are in arrears, 
but we trust that those few will not deny themselves the pleasure of evincing their 
appreciation of the value of THE COMPANION, by remitting at once the 
small price of subscription. All who have failed to pay for last year will, to 
direct their attention to the fact, find a red cross on this number. Friends, look 
out for the ved cross, and remember “ just this and no more”—two dollars! . 

Those who have paid for the year 1872, will have receipts forwarded them 
just so soon as our clerk can do so. Our subscription list has increased to such 
an extent that we have been compelled to have a new book sufliciently large 
to have “ room enough for all.” 

Now is the time to subscribe. In a few weeks not a copy of the January 
number will be in the Publisher’s hands, notwithstanding a heavy edition was 
issued in view of this large increase of subscribers. 

We beg those who have recently subscribed to forward the subscription price 
promptly. We assure them their copies cost them less than do ours, If our — 
friends will remember the publisher and his little bill, we engage, on our part 
to give them by far the best journal, for the price, ever issued in this country; 
while the Publisher will make it, typographically, the equal of any. The assets 
of the Companion are larger than those of any other journal of its age on the Con- 
tinent—if not of many eonsidered GRAY in the cause of medical journalism. 
Please stick a pin there, and send on your TWO DOLLARS “ to oil st as it goes.” 


AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


We have received from the Permanent Secretary, Wm. B. Atkinson, M.D, 
a notice of the next meeting of this body. We will, in our next, publish the 
notice. In the meantime, let the friends of the Association everywhere prepare 
to attend. We learn that our brethren of the city of brotherly love are prepat- 
ing to extend a hearty welcome to all. 








rice 
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A SPLENDID NUMBER. 


We think our friends will agree with us in regarding the present number of 
the CoMPANION a good one. We give them five original articles upon subjects 
of interest. 

We thank our contributors for their communications, and we assure them they 
are rendering invaluable service to the cause of science and the good of human- 
ity. A holier, nobler work—except that of breaking the “bread of life” to 
perishing souls—never engaged the time and talents of human intellects. 

We trust our friends will view their contributions from a higher stand-point 
than that of mere personal reputation, or even that of momentary advantage to 
science. We hope they will strive to leave a legacy of facts, from which great 
and enduring principles may be evolved for future generations. What the pro- 
fession want are facts, Facts, FACTS! Science requires these to impel it in 
its onward sweep in the pathway of truth. 

With this view, how important to study nature as displayed in disease at the 
bed-side! Reports of cases wherin a strict observance of symptoms and the 
progressive history of the disease in its road either to health or death, with the 
remedies employed, and a rigid scrutiny of their therapeutical effects in efforts 
to arrest its destructive force, will form, in the future, the materials from which 
blessings are to flow to humanity. 

We therefore entreat our friends everywhere to send us reports of cases. It 
matters not even should the style and gramatical construction of sentences in 
these be defective. Some of the ablest men in the profession. have been held up 
before the gaze of the world as offenders against the rules of rhetoric and gram- 
mar, whose reputations shall endure bright and unfading, when their pugna- 
cious critics shall Jie unwept, unhonored and unsung. The only man deserving 
of fame and grateful remembrance is he who, even with faltering tongue and 
halting speech, shall leave something behind him for the good of humanity. 
Human suffering will not pause to inquire as to the rounded beauty of his pe- 
riods, or the artistic drapery of his rhetoric; but blessings shall be ‘heaped upon 
his name, and honors more enduring than those gained by the sword shall 

erect statues to his memory in every heart. 
Therefore, we ask our friends to send in the results of their observations for 
the good of their brethren, and the interests of humanity. 


SUCCESS OF THE COMPANION. 


We are gratified to state that our subscription-list is being increased rapidly ; 
asalmost every medical gentleman seeing the practical character of Tue 
GomPaNIon, becomesa subscriber at once. The success of THE Grore1a Mep- 
ICAL COMPANION is unprecedented in the history of medical journals of the 
South. From the very start, it established itself permanently in the este-m of 
the true professional men of the country, and is now, by their kindness, and love 
of principle, the largest circulated medical journal of its age, on the continent. 

We wish to make it the best known and most widely circulated monthy in 
the country, and therefore, ask our friends, everywhere, to forward us the names 
of their medical friends whom they think would like to subscribe for a journal 
of its character. 


















































































































ek aa i a 









































180 The Georgia Medical Companion. 


LITERARY PERIODICALS. 


The Southern Magazine, for March, is fiiled with interesting matter. The 
literary character of this Magazineis solid, and free from the sensational type of 
literature of the day. Besides being devoted to general science, each number 
contains literature of a lighter character, from the most gifted of Southern and 
other authors. Subscription price $4.00. Address Murdoch, Browne & Hill, 
166 Baltimore St., Baltimore, Md. 

Hearth and Home.—This is our favorite illustrated weekly, and is certainly 
entitled to rank in the front, if not at the head, of weekly illustrated papers. 
The engravings are always interesting, instructive, and well executed, while 
the moral tone, and general literature is not excelled by any periodical in the 
country. It is a weekly literary treat for the family, which all should secure, 
Address Orange Judd & Co., 245 Broadway, New York. Price, $3.00 per 
annum. 





DR. GEO. G. CRAWFORD. 


Our esteemed friend, Dr. Geo. G. Crawford, of this city, is arranging his in- 
terests in other portions of the State preparatory to making a “ medical pil- 
grimage” to the great medical centres of Europe, where be expects to remain 
several years. Young in age, and blessed with ample means, we doubt not » 
he will return to us to add fresh laurels to his already long list of triumphs in 
medicine and surgery. We wish him success, and a safe return. 


NATIONAL MEDICAL JOURNAL. 

This journal has suspended, in consequence of a conflict of opinion between 
its editors and publishers. The editors—Drs. Busey and Lee—retired because 
the publishers took the responsibility, against their protest, of inserting a com- 
munication in the Journal. 

In the circular of the publishers, “ bad faith” is charged against the “late 
editors.” We regret they should have so widely circulated a charge so damag: 
ing to the “ late editors,” should it be true, without the shadow of proof in its 
support. The profession should demand, for its own protection, and the char- 
acter of the late editors, the establishment of the truth of the charge, or refuse, 
to a man, to have any editorial connection with that journal in the future. It 
would be a violation of the spirit of the code, should any professional man co- 
sent to assume the editorial management of that Journal, and thus endorse the 
charge, which may be false, and work serious injury to the character of his pro 
fessional brethren. 


’ ee 


INFORMATION WANTED. 

Dr. Robt. P. Harris, Pres. Phil. Obstet. Society, wishes to get a record of 
all cases of Gastro-hysterotomy which have occurred the United States. He 
has, as yet, only received one from Georgia, and desires all others to be reported 
to him, that Georgia surgeons may be duly credited in the tables he is prepar 
ing. 
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THE TRUTH FORCIBLY SPOKEN. 
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At the last annual meeting of the Medical Society of the State 


of New York, which was held at Albany, N. Y., Feb. 6th ult,, ! 


Dr. Wm. C. Wey, the President, in his inaugural address, spoke 
as follows : 


“The immediate and remote effects of medical fellowship are 
illustrated by the history of this society. Insensibly, but with 
reat power, it has exercised its influence upon every section of 
the State. It has so materially elevated sentiment in remcte dis- 
tricts, under the form of combination among medical men, even 
though few in number, that the greater and more enlarged inter- 
ests of the profession have been conserved and perpetuated. An 
element like a medical organization, regularly and earnestly sus- 
tained, has so often proven the means ‘of resisting error among 
the people, of mducing obedience to the standard. of ethics and 
doctrine and of individual profit and advantage to its members, 
that its value cannot be adequately estimated. 

**No one who has observed the evidence of medical growth and 
strength will question that incalculable good develops out of pro- 
fessional intercourse that has passed beyond the technicalities of 
constitutional amendments and the alteration of by-laws, and at- 
tained a condition that sayors absolutely of legitimate scientifie 
improvemeat. The fact has been repeatedly demonstrated, in a 
survey of the medical societies of the State, that the provisions of 
the code of ethics are most faithfully and conscientiously observed, 
and the personal standard of character ranks highest in those 
counties and organizations in which active, hearty fellowship is 
maintained. I may add respecting the code of ethics adopted by 
this society, and antedating all other American codes, which, in 
some quarters has been ridiculed and despised as effeminate and 
circumscribed in its teaching, that it is grounded upon a basis of 
morals which comprehends and illustrates the golden rule, and 
embraces in its scope an epitome of Christian teaching. 


The importance and great value of medical organization 
upon the true basis, and for the purpose of erecting a high moral 
standard among its members, is fully demonstrated by the harmo- 
nious and practical workings of the State Society of New York. 

We are gratified to know that the profession of that State are 
harmoniously united upon those principles, which alone, can ce- 
ment its members into one great, efficient and aggressive brother- 
hood. 
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God forbid that any medical’ gentleman or organization should 
deem it necessary or legitimate to appeal to selfishness, or to the 
logic of the “almighty dollar,” to induce our brethren to organize 
and maintain medical societies, and to obey and enforce the Code 
of Medical Ethics. It would seem to a mind enthused with admi- 
ration, in view of all the ennobling virtues of an exalted and 
Christian manhogd, a work of supererogation, if not a degrada- 
tion, to call up before the vision of such a soul, an argument so 
unworthy its dignity and character. We delight to take a loftier 
survey of the excellencies and glories of our profession: and 
yet were an appeal made alone to the most groveling of passions 
—that of self-interest—the facts to sustain the numberless advan- 
tages arising from a strict adhesion to honesty, and that sublime 
morality embodied in medical ethics, would be irresistably con- 
vincing! Look at the condition of the profession of New York, 
as depicted by one of its noblest members—Dr. Wey. Does not 
the wish well up from every truly professional heart, ‘“ would that 
our State enjoyed so glorious an heritage—one beautified and 
adorned by the medical virtues of its brotherhood—admired and 
respected by an appreciative constituency !” 

Now, we desire to point out several reasons, which catch our 
eye in the address referred to, why the profession of New York 
enjoy such professional repose and popular respect : 

Ist, In vain does any master builder attempt to erect an edifice 
upon any other than the surest foundation ; and any organization, 
whether religious, politieal, or medical, must, to defy destruction, 
rest upon a foundation of principle—not what men may choose to 
style principle—but upon those recognized truths which have ema- 
nated from the Great I Am. No organization can prosper long 
void of this leaven, and when this is cast aside for policy or expe- 
diency, its days are numbered and its doom certain. Hence the 
leaven of principle, utilized by a fraternal, united purpose for 
good to the profession and humanity, has “insensibly, but with 
great power,” “exercised its influence upon every section” of 
New York, “ by elevating sentiment’ and “ enlarging the inter- 
ests of the same,” which all see and feel have been ‘“ conserved 
and perpetuated ’’ thereby. 
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2nd, A thorough medical organization, based upon the princi- 
ples of the code, and blind, like the Goddess of Justice, in the in- 
terpretation and enforcement of its laws, ‘‘ regularly and earnestly 
sustained,” does, beyond question, ‘‘ mobilize’ the forces of the 
profession, which, when wisely handled, become the ‘means of 
resisting error among the people,’ and does exert a great moral 
influence by ‘inducing obedience to the standard of ethics,”’ with 
the result—mark it !——“ of individual profit and advantage to its 
members,” /the “ value” of which “cannot be adequately esti- 
mated.” 

3d, That ‘a survey of the medical societies” of that State 
demonstrates ‘‘ that the provisions of the code of ethics are most 
faithfully and conscientiously observed,’ and, as a legitimate re- 
sult, “‘ the personal standard of character ranks high, and hearty 
fellowship is maintained.”” And why? The veriest simpleton 
can answer: Because the State Society “is grounded upon a 
basis of morals which comprehends and illustrates the golden 
rule, and embraces in its scope an epitome of Christian teaching.”’ 


In view of the exalted status of the profession circumscribed by 
the State lines of New York, we, in common with all good men, 
must deplore the want of professional harmony and bretherhood 
in other sections. What the State Medical Society is to New 
York, so should: the American Medical Association be to the 
Union. The question, therefore, naturally arises, Why does not 
the same unity of purpose and observance of the ethics prevail 
over the entire Union, under the workings of the National organi- 
zation? We propose here, to give briefly, but one reason, out of 
many others, in solution of the question: and this consists in a 
want of devotion to the principles of the ethics which refuses to 
look beyond home to espouse the cause of those who are contend- 
ing for them. Our brethren in many sections ignore the claims of 
their fellows, and deny them aid or sympathy, when battling for 
the very principles which they laud and endorse at home. Nay 
—more than this—they frequently extend co-operation and the 
influence of their names to elevate the enemies of the very prin- 
ciples they profess to admire, and by this means to crush, if pos- 
sible, those who, with tension of “brain and muscle,”’ are strug- 
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gling to exalt the truth above the heads of those who spit upon 
and defy it. They, unwittingly, encourage rebellion in our ranks, 
and confer a quasi-respectability upon those who dare not defend 
them, without condemning themselves. With one hand these gen- 
tlemen, while holding aloft the ethics at home, with the other are 
innocently and unintentionally aiding in throttling it abroad. Un- 
der the protectorate of their good names an affiliation is claimed, 
the cause damaged, and the ethics trampled upon. Surely our 
brethren will pardon us for saying, their friends and the ethics de- 
serve a better fate. 

Dr. Wey remarks : 

“To such an extent am I persuaded of the necessity of a more 
enlarged and specific knowledge and understanding of the ethics 
of our profession, that I would gladly see the whole subject made 
_@ branch of medical teaching in the schools, as a positive and 
necessary part of the means of education of the students.” 

Having so earnestly advocated the inestimable value of profes- 
sional morality, we heartily endorse the recommendation to make 
the whole subject a branch of medical teaching. This will, doubt- 
less, meet with opposition from certain quarters. An infidel 
scoffer in the Christian pulpit would be an anomaly. In all so- 
berness and truth, such a man could not teach the Christian 
ethics, were he to attempt it; and it would be equally absurd to 
suppose that men who have for long years made it a study to de- 
ride and denounce medical ethics, could teach something so for- 
eign to their feelings and so utterly opposed to their habits of 
thinking. It would be like Dan Rice running a tilt against the 
show business, or Barnum spouting a sermon against the evils of 
humbugery. 

Dr. Wey continues : 

According to the methods of instruction now practiced, inspi- 
ration of honor and character may be communicated to a pupil 
through the daily consistent walk and conversation of his precep- 
tor. This ideal of excellence may be carried through the period 
of instruction and be incorporated in the professional life of the 
student, and it is a notable fact that if his former educational ad- 
vantages have been liberal, his perception and appreciation of 
medical ethics will be immeasurably increased. On the other 
hand, if without previous preliminary preparation his early life 
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has been devoted to practical rather than educational duties, and if 
it is his misfortune to pursue his studies under the training of a 
physician whose aim and purpose it is to procure business, regard- 
less of the manner in which it is obtained, it is easy to see how, 
at the very beginning of his career, he is made to acquire false 
views of morality, honor and professional decorum, which sub- 
sequent lectures and introduction are in no way calculated to re- 
move. 

Tn the first case the student, by reason of adequate education 
before taking up the study of medicine, is instructed in elements 
which, under proper direction, will produce the full development 
of professional character and learning, and, as a natural conse- 
quence, a jealous estimate of the ethics by which he is to be gov- 
erned in his intercourse with his associates and patrons. 

“In the other instance the whole subject of medical ethics re- 
mains a sealed book to the pupil, simply because his former life 
tended in no degree to prepare him for its comprehension. It was 
not illustrated, except by violation, and, as a matter of course, 
during his term of study, had received no explanation or illumi- 
nation in the ordinary lecture term of a medical college. 

“‘ Considering the importance of this subject in comparison with 


many upon which much time is spent in medical colleges, its pres- 
ent and remote bearing on the pupil, on the profession at large, 
and on the public generally, I cannot but hope that it will ulti- 
mately receive the earnest attention of educators, so as to become 
an-incorporated feature of teaching in the schools. 


The vast importance of correct moral training of students upon 
the future of the profession cannot be estimated. We hail with 
pleasure, therefore, the noble and manly utterances of Dr. Wey 
upon this point. Last December we wrote as follows : 


‘“‘The future of the profession, in a large measure, lies in the 
cultivation of the moral attributes of the students committed to the 
care of physicians by their parents. We should make them gen- 
tlemen as well as doctors, and in proportion as we succeed in ac- 
complishing the first, so will we the other—and in elevating the 
dignity of the profession. 

No parent, unless he desires his son to become a thief, would 
subject him to the pernicious example and maxims of the notorious 
swindlers of ‘‘ Peter Funk” shops. Such a step would result in 
the inevitable ruin of the son, and be a calamity to the country 
and his friends. In medical training and education, example has 
much to do with the future of the medical student. If his precep- 
tor is pure in thought and word—a man of unswerving integrity 
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and truth, these great principles will be impressed upon him for 
life—and a gentleman and a scholar will be begotton under the 
hallowed influence of such a mind and heart. 

But the moral training does not stop here Many instructors 
in our colleges, lose sight of the moral dignity they should im- 
part as the highest stimulus to intellectual effort, in their teach- 
ings and general deportment. They should teach by example as 
well as by precept. The bright jewel of truth should sparkle and 
glow in their words and character; and the pure, spotless integ- 
rity of the Christian gentleman should pervade the leeture-room, 
no less than the private walks of life.”’ 


Dr. Wey says, further: 

“A spirit has been manifested, where we would not have looked 
for evidence of such disregard of the obligations of professional 
obedience and discipline, to cut short the process of investigation 
of preferred charges against a member, in a properly qualified 
medical society, by an appeal to the civil courts to restrain the 
course of the inquiry by asummary injunction. Such a procedure 
is subversive of morals as well as justice, and effectually puts an 
end to all attempts to enforce compliance with the salutary rules 
by which voluntary and chartered organizations are sustained and 
perpetuated. It strikes at the very root of authority, by first as- 
suming to be loyal and subject to it and afterward rebelling 
against its power in a way so treacherous and cowardly that but 
one course is left for a society thus compelled to yield to the in- 
terference of the officer of the law, and that is promptly to expel 
the revolutionary member; or if prevented by additional legal 
hindrances, to cease to hold social or professional relations with 
him.” 

For over twelve months this journal has had the painful, self- 
enforced duty of bearing testimony to the “ disregard of the obli- 
gations of professional obedience and discipline ’’ in many sec- 
tions of the country—and, unfortunately, in Georgia. God for- 
bid that, without cause, we should become “an accuser of our 
brethren !”’ To us the necessity of thus arraigning our erring 
brethren before the great tribunal of professional opinion has been 
the most painful duty of our professional life. Far more pleas- 
ant and gratifying would ic have been, could we have uttered 
words of approval, and thus riveted the bonds of fraternal affec- 
tion. Nothing but the vast interests at stake, and the heart-felt 
desire for the conservation and preservation of a profession whose 





Tie Georgia Medical Companion. 187 


escutcheon should bear no spot to mar its dignity and glory, could 
have drawn from us a record so damaging to its reputation and 
honor before an enlightened people. At best the medical profes- 
sion holds no very sacred position in the popular heart. Charlan- 
tism preys upon the ignorance of thousands well informed in all 
else but medicine. Next to the Church, through whose instru- 
mentality the world must be redeemed, medicine, through whose 
means the human body must be saved from death, is the Devil’s 
mark of malignant hate. Scoffers at our science—like those at 
morals and religion—view with unfeigned delight the bickerings, 
wranglings and strivings among the ministers of mercy to suffer- 
ing humanity ! 

Yet, to wage a warfare against evil is the Christian’s lot. 
Even Jehovah bid the sun stand still, that by the day’s lengthened 
hours the enemies of His cause might be punished. 

And in what light shall the true men of the profession, in the 
unveiled presence of the truth, pouring its flood-tide of glory up- 
on our ethics, view the assaults of diplomaed innovators upon the 
dignity and honor of so exalted a calling? Much the same as 
the pure men of ‘the Christian Church would the apostacy of a 
brother to infidelity—and soul-ruin! In either case the cause 
demands fidelity on the part of the brotherhood, and an allign- 
ment on the side of truth, tempered with that “‘ charity which re- 
joices in the truth.’’ An honest effort should be made to induce 
the wanderer to repent, confess and abandon his error, and when 
such efforts fail, to then stigmatize his error, by ‘cutting him 
off.” 

In professional ostracism lies the only hope of the profession 
to either maintain its dignity or win the plaudits of an enlightened 
people. Less than this the cause of truth should not demand, 
more it might ask, which Dr. Wey does ask—even that of social 
ostracism. 
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BOOKS AND PAMPHLETS. 


Braithwaite’s Retrospect of Practical Medicine and Surgery, 
Part 64, Jan., 1872, has been received, replete with its usual 
amount of valuable medical matter. W. A. Townsend, .New 
York. Price, $2.50 in advance; $1.50 half-yearly parts. 


The Half-Yearly Abstract of the Medical Sciences; Being a 
Digest of British and Continental Medicine, etc., etc., edited by 
Wm. D. Stone, M. D., F. R. C. S., Vol. 54, Jan., 1872, also 
comes to us with its wacind contents of instructive Sadem and 
home medical abstracts. Henry C. Lea, Philadelphia. "Price, 
$2.50; single volume $1.50. 

Half-Yearly Compendium of Medical Science, au 9, Jan., 
1872, also lies upon our table—a very valuable retrospect of 
medical science, especially of our home medical literature. W. 
S. Butler, M. D., Philadelphia. Price $3.00 

-The three half-yearly journals above, we regard as indispensi- 
ble to the scientific, progressive physician ; and all of them should 
be in the hands of every thorough physician in the land. 


The Detection of Criminal Abortion, and a Study of Feeticidal 
Drugs—By Ely Van De Warker, M. D., Syracuse, N. Y., 
Corresponding Member of the Gynzcological Society of Bos- 
ton. 

We have before noticed the first pamphlet of Dr. Van De War- 
ker upon Criminal Abortion. The second pamphlet of the se- 
ries is before us. It will be found highly instructive, and places 
some facts, in regard to feeticidal drugs before the profession of 
the greatest value. Dr. Van De Warker is doing a valuable ser- 
vice in behalf of the profession, and one, too, we hope will result 
in good to the public. James Campbell, Publisher, 18 Tremont 
street, Boston. Price 50 cents. 


Thyrotomy, For the Removal of Laryngeal Growths, Modified. 
By Ephraim Cutter, M. D., Woburn, Mass. James Campbell, 
Publisher, Boston. 


This monograph will be found both interesting and instructive. 
Dr. Cutter has modified and improved, we think, the plan of re- 
moving growths from the larynx. The old plan was, first to per- 
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form tracheotomy, insert the tracheotomy tube, and some days or 
weeks later, after the larynx had become accustomed to the tube, 
to perform thyrotomy and remove the growth. Dr. Cutter has 
abandoned this operation entirely, as well as the use of the tube, 
and at once performs thyrotomy and removes the growth. Cases 
are given in which the practicability and success of his plan are 
shown. 


On Vascular Nevi, and Their Treatment by the Actual Cautery. 
By B. F. Dawson, M. D., New York, Attending Physician to 
the New York State Woman’s Hospital—Out-Door Depart- 
ment,’ etc., etc. 


This is an excellent monograph, from one of the ablest medical 
writes of the country. Dr. Dawson’s monograph will be found a 
very valuable contribution on the treatment of vascular nevi. 


Synopsis and Analysis of One Hundred Cases of Lithotomy, Li- 
thotrity, ete. By Paul F. Eve, M. D., Prof. Practical Surgery, 
University of Nashville, Tenn. 


We thank Prof. Eve for his interesting pamphlet. It is only 
necessary to give its title, and his name as the author, to insure 
for the pamphlet the respectful attention of the profession—a re- 
spect he so well deserves, and which the profession so delights to 
award him. May he’ long live to grace the scienee of surgery, 
and to share his knowledge with his brethren. 

—_ Report of the Surgeon-General United States Army, 
This Report, which, to be fully understood, and to do justice to 

Surgeon-General J. K. Barnes, must be read entire. Abounding 

in statistical facts, no brief notice can.do the Report justice, or 

show the thoroughness and efficiency of the Medical Department 
of the army under the excellent management of the present Sur- 
geon-General, 

Proceedings of the Second Annual Session of the State Medical 
Association of Arkansas. Held at Litt e Rock, Nov. 5th and 
6th, 1871. 

We are gratified to notice the high medical status of our breth- 
ren of Arkansas, as evinced in the proceedings of the late ses- 
sion of their Medical Association. We took occasion, in our last 
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number to call attention to the suggestions of the President in a 
matter which, if carried out, will be of service both to the pro- 
fession and people. 

The communications read reflect credit upon the Association no 
less than upon the authors by whom they were contributed. Dr. 
R. G. Jennings read a communication giving “a survey of the 
city of Little Rock.” Dr. W. H. Hawkins, one on “ Knee-Joint 
Amputations—two cases reported.” Dr. E. R. Du Val, one ona 
“Case of Malarial Hoematuria.” Dr. Geo. W. Lawrence, on 
“ Climatology: Remarks on the Climatology of the United 
States.” Dr. J. M. Holcombe also read a communication on 
Hemorrhagic Malarial Fever. 

The following officers were elected: President—Dr. J. M. Hol. 
combe ; Vice-Presidents—Drs. 0. A. Hobson, J. F. Davies, and 
W. W. Bailey ; Recording Secretaries—Drs. E. V. Deuell and Ed. 
Cross; Corresponding Secretary—Dr. Claiborne Watkins ; Treas- 
urer—Dr. J. B. Bond. 

We thank Dr. Ed. Cross for the copy of proceedings sent us. 


Transactions of the American Otological Society, Fourth Annual 

Meeting, Newport, R. I., July 19, 1871. 

This society is accomplishing a good work. The communica- 
tions are valuable, and fully up to the times in scientific merit. 

The following Reports have been received : 

Fourth Annual Report of the New York Orthopaedic Dispen- 
sary. 

Annual Report of the Board of Trustees and Superintendents 
of the Mississippi State Lunatic Asylum for the year 1871. 

Inaugural Address—ineluding a Paper on Infant Asylums—by 
A. Jacobi, M. D. 

The Question of Quarentine: The Natural Prevention of Zy- 
motic Diseases. By Alfred L. Carroll, M. D., New York. 
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EXTRACTS FROM OUR CORRESPONDENTS. 


Dr. E. T. McSwain, of South Carolina, says : 


“‘T have been most heartily pleased with Tux Companion. Its 
printing is good, its matter is excellent, and the doctrines incul- 
cated are such as are for the good of the profession and humanity. 

“‘T have been all my life a reader of the medical journals of the 
country, but none I have ever seen heretofore, seem to me so well 
adapted to the busy practitioner as Tuk ComPANION. Its articles 
are short and practical, its formule and prescriptions all from the 
best authority, and of the greastest value. And right here 
occurs a thought: A most serious difficulty under which all prac- 
titioners in the South have had to labor, is that all, or nearly all, 
the books, journals, and other literature of the profession, have 
been compiled and written in other lands, and we have had to 
adopt our own theory and practice to a large extent in the South ; 
but Tue ComPANIoN is contributed to largely by Southern prac- 
titioners, who are familiar with Southern diseases, and who give 
the treatment that is successful ina Southern climate. This I 
consider a most important matter ; for we all know that diseases 
differ in different climates, and a disposition on the part of South- 
ern practitioners to be content with their own success, and not trou- 
ble to publish it to the world, has kept the profession in ignorance, 
to a large extent, of the many affections peculiar to us; and many 
a physician who has been most fully conversant with the etiology 
and treatment of many diseases of a local character in the South, 
has not been known fifty miles from home. But I trust that the 
day is past, and that through Toe Companion, and, if necessary, 
through other channels, we may make a medical literature of the 
South that will be replete with information to all of us, and do 
honor to our much loved South. 

In a future article I will furnish you somewhat with the climate, 
diseases and their treatment of this section.” 


“T fully endorse the statement made in your February number, 
viz: ‘No institution can succeed unless it be conducted upon prin- 
ciple of right and justice’; and I think it is high time that a pro- 
gramme of rules and principles were adopted by which all regular 
recognized colleges should be controlled and governed. It is true 
the States have a right to charter any number of colleges of all 
systems, and to give their trustees or faculties such powers and 
privileges as the Legislature “ may see fit and proper,” but it is 
the right and privilege of the profession to say upon what condi- 
tions a college and its students may be recognized. 
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“1st, Its charter should be in harmony with the laws or ethics 
of the profession. It should neither give to faculty or trustees 
the power by which they could torture those principles common to 
Christianity and modern civilization. 

‘2nd, The professors should be men of medical learning and 
the highest order of morals—“ known and read of” all men as 
unyielding supporters of the “ golden rule” of ethics—medical 
and Christian. 

“3d, The trustees should be the warm and honest guardians of 
the interests of the profession, and their entire aim should be to 
aid the'faculty in carrying out the most exalted views of the profes- 
sion, of whose honor and dignity they are the authorized protec- 
tors. They should be men of high, noble views, impelled by 
hearts above petty influences, and alive to the reputation of the 
great charge committed to their trust. The character of an in- 
stitution can be as effectually ruined and destroyed by a narrow- 
minded, selfish board of trustees, as by an undeserving faculty; 
and when both are combined, its doom may be predicted as near 
at hand.” 


We endorse the views of our correspondent, and have no doubt 
the profession will say, Amen. We have another letter upon this 
subject, which, for want of space, cannot appear in this number. 
We will give our views upon the subject in our next. 





NOTICES. 

Ancuor Lire Insurance Company.—We call the attention of 
our medical friends of Georgia to the advertisement of the above 
named company. As the profession, everywhere, are interested 
specially in life insurance, we will give our views upon the subject 
in our next. 


Messrs. Berry, VENABLE & CoLuier, of Atlanta, have received 
from Messrs. Tilden & Co. a large supply of their pure extracts 
and preparations, such as Bromide Sodium, Bromide Calcium, 
Elixir Pyrophosphate of Iron, Elixir Bromide of Sodium, ete. 


Messrs. Repwine & Fox have just received a large supply of 
pure medicines specially for prescription business, to which they 
call the attention of their medical friends. 


Mzssrs. W. W. Tuckur & Co. make a specialty of compound- 
ing prescriptions. Their large supply of pure drugs, and long 
experience inthe prescription business, enable them to render sat- 
isfaction to physicians. 













